Subject: HRaport on Survey for
Flood Contrel of Skagit
River and Iritntaries,
Vashi ngton
BFSGP 22 (o 1952
800.92(Skagit River and Tribs)y? 2d Wrapper Inmd.

Offica, District Inginser, 3eattle District, Corps of Engineers,
4735 East Marginal uay, Seattls }, washington

TOs Division Engineer, Rorth Pacific Diviasion, Corps of Engineers,
500 Pittock Block, Portland S, Oregon

1. PFaragraph 7 of the lst wrapper indorsament requests informa-
tion as to the status of written nmotification to local interests of
the requirements for local cooperation under the axisting project, As
stated in lettar to your office dated 3 July 1946 (MFD 300.52h(Skagit
River)Seattls Distriet), it was believed unlikely that any definite
comsitment of local cooperation in comstruetion of the Avon ocut-off
could be cbtained until the results of ths present survey were known to
local interesta. Ais subsequent stidias imdicsted that ths project was
not sconmmically Jjustified, this office has not been in a pogition to
request formal assurarce since then and ths request has not been mads.

2, Altaough the low dan at Faber cambined with a low dam at the
Sank site, as an alternste to the high Tabar Dam, bag not been dise
cussed formally with the fisheries interests, it is considered certain,
on the basis of previous correspondence with the Fish and Wildlifs
Saervice and the Departnents of Fish and Came of the 3tate of Washing-
ton, that any dam over, samy, SO feet high on esither the Skagit or the
Sank would be oproged by the state agencies.

3o Ho discugxions have been held with ithe fisheries agencies on
the matter of a dan at the North Fork of Stillagusmish River, nor is
any authority avallable to this office to study that stresm. Howsver,
the Yorth Park of Stillagummiah River is reserved exclumiwely for fly
fishing, ami the Departnent of Came iz expending large sums of money
to improve the stream for that use., It is doewed certain, tharefore,
that any proposal for a dam on the North Fork of 3tillagusmish River
will be strongly opposed not only by the 3tate Nepartments ot"iahand
Game but also by the politieslly potent gportaments groups.

L. Applying new power values to the Cascade ard ’Jppar Sauk
projects imdicates that reither is economically justified at this tinme,

S¢ In view of the strong prohability that the full develoment of
Paber gite will prove to be the most sconomieal method of dewveloping
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the power resources of the lower Skagit, and will certainly orovide
the largest amcunt of flood control storage, it 13 proposad to modify
the report as follgus:

8. Re-appraise benefits of Upper 3aker site, Dy application
of new power values, and by estimation of {lood storage beansfits. Iif
the re-appraimal shows a favorable benefitecost ratio, as geems likely,
an attempt will ba made to induce the fisneries agencies to withdraw
their previcusly expressed strong opposition to the project. If the
attenpt is unsuccessful, the projeect can be recammended for considerue
tion at such time ae the fisheries problem may be resclved,

b. Re-appraiss bencfits ci %“he Tabep-rallas sroject Zop full
develoment, by apalication of new power value, and refine cost estimate, .
using available field data, If that prcject ls found ic bde tas best one
for daveloprent of ihe waier regources of ihe Xsing, a8 aprears aost
Hkely, it will be recammended for consideration al zuch time as the
fisheries problem can be solved,

cs Tatimate coyt and benariis »7 low Taber plus low Zauk foy
various halghts ap to, say, 150 feet each, If the most favorable de-
veloment shows a lower benefit-cost ratio than the high Taber, as will
acst probably be true, the projects will be only brlefly described in
the report, If a benefit-cost ratlioc better than, or cot much less than,
that for high Paber is shown, tho views of the fisheries inmtarests will
be carefully explored, {0 ascertain whethar their approval can be ob=
tained for any economiocally justified combination of low dans,

6, It is sestimated the subjoct repaxrt car %e revised as ocutlined
at a cost of about 33,500 in about 4§ months, The only available “ES&C
furds for this work are allotted to the "kanogan, 7aldms, and Cedar
River reports. [t is recommended that, if the scope of the proposed
reviaion i3 approved, autnority be given to use fumds presently allctted
for the Ceday River report for accomplishing the revis:on and ‘o delay
work accordingly on the Cedar iver report. g L
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