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DALN-CUP-N (23 Aug 77) . 2ud Ind _
SUBJLCL: Neclassirication of Authervizied Skagit River, Washington,
Avon Liypass Troject ) : -

DA, Office of che Chief OI-Euginccrs; Nashingtqn,‘p..c, 20314
170: Division Engineer, North Pacific’

1. The Avon Bypass is a scparable elemant in a 3-claement flood control
" plan for the Slkagit River bclow Sedro-Woolley. It is primarily a’

diversion facility and its censtruction would, improve substantially the

degree of.flood protection to the lower valley below Interstate 5.

. Previous reclassification of this clement to the "deferred'" category was
_based on local interests unwillingness to provide the required local
‘cooperation. Paragraph 4 of preceding lst Indorsement states that '---it

is unlikely that construction of the bypass will occur in the near future."
Therefore, in the absence ol any reasonable expnctation of obitaining local

' cooperation in the aear future, the rationale for reclassification c¢f the

bypass at this time 5 not apparent since conditions have not changed.
(Paragraph 13v.(2)(c) of ER 11-2-240).

2. Ve recognize the nced for urban levee protection upstream of Inter-
state 5, particularly fer the Sedro-Weolley, Durlington, and Mount Vernon
arcas and we arec informally advised that such improvements are not only
highly desirable but also that invescigation will demonstrate their
cconomic feasibility. Such an investigatiow could be accomplished by
expanding the preésent AESD studies to include the reach of the Skazit
River between luterstate 5 and Sedro-Woollev, An cxpansion of the study
arca leading to recormendations for protection of these new arecas would
require that a Special Post Authorization Change (SFAC)-be processed to
Congress. Construction of the authorized levees and channel i=zprovements
downstream of Interstate 5.would have to await Se2cretarial, OIS, and
Congressional approval of?ﬁhé proposed improvement upstrcam thercof.

3. The Puget Sound and Adjacent waters studvy authority provides ample
authiority to make an interim study of the urban avea needs upstream from
Interstate 5. . Lt has the advantaze of not being subject to the new start
process, it can be initiated immediately upon in-house transfer of funds,

and it will in-no wav iunterfere with the orderly completion of AELD and
construction of the lower valley improvements. OCE strongly favors

Scattle District's initiation of such an interim as soon as practicable

to cover the urban flood damage needs betveen Sedro-Woelley and Interstate 5.
In vicw of the '40-ycar authorizacion ol the Avon Lypass and the continued
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PALG-CUP-W (27 Aue, 77)  2nd Ind _
SUBJECT:  Reelassiticacion ol Authovized Shavit River, Washington,
‘ Avon Bypass I'roject

failure to ohtain local ceaperation, consideration sheuld he civen to a

recomencation for deanthorization of the bypass as part of the interjs

etudy rtcommendations.
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