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1 VEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2011; 6:31 P.M

2 MOUNT VERNON, WASHI NGTON

3 - 000-

4 MR LEWS: W're ready to begin the public

5 heari ng portion of the neeting. M nanme's Evan Lewis. |'m

6 the supervisor of the part of the Seattle district

7 responsi bl e for overseei ng preparation of environnental

8 docunentations, |ike environnmental inpact statenents. And

9 it just so happens that this neeting is to seek comments on
10 the scope of the Environnental I|npact Statenent for the

11 Skagit River General Investigation Study.

12 Ri ght now we've issued a notice of intent to

13 prepare an Environnental |npact Statenent on the project and
14 a key part of that Environnental |npact Statenent

15 preparation is defining the scope of our evaluation. |I'm
16 going to leave it to the people following ne to provide nore
17 I nformation about the project and the purpose of the

18 meeting, but | want to start with sone information on ground
19 rules before | introduce Colonel Estok. So here are the

20 basi ¢ ground rul es.

21 This neeting is to solicit input fromyou. So

22 we're going to get input on the scope of the EIS, and we'l]|
23 consi der those scoping cormments as we fornulate the draft

24 EIS. W're not going to respond to questions or conments in
25 this part of the neeting. It's really to get input from you
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1 verbally or via the coment cards. Your conmments wl |
2 becone part of the public record and will be recorded by the
3 public -- or the court reporter here. After the scoping
4 coment period is over, we'll prepare a scoping sumary
5 report that summari zes the coments that were received today
6 or sent to us during the comrent period, which ends on
7 August 29th, and that report will be posted online on the
8 Corps' Wb site and possibly also on the County's Wb site
9 as wel | .
10 If you'd like to give a verbal coment, | know --
11 | see we al ready have sone people who have signed up. W'l
12 go through that list. You'll have roughly six mnutes to
13 speak. Kara here wll be giving you warni ngs when you reach
14 a mnute for that tinme and then concluding your tinme as
15 well. Please be respectful of the tine to afford everybody
16 the chance to speak. Wen we get through speakers, if we
17 have additional tinme and you decide that you have sonething
18 that you'd like to say and you did not sign up, we may have
19 additional time for it at that tine to have additiona
20 speakers.
21 So those are the ground rules, and, with that, I'm
22 pl eased to introduce Col onel Bruce Estok. Col onel Estok
23 assunmed conmand of the Seattle district on July 29th, 2011,
24 and he's really hit the ground running. He's spent the |ast
25 year as a National Security Fellow at Harvard University's
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 Kennedy School of Governnent. Recent prior assignnents
2 i ncl ude Engi neer Plans and Operations Chief at U S. Arny
3 Pacific in Hawaii. He was the conmander of Al buquerque
4 District wth the Corps of Engineers. And he has depl oyed
5 for operations lIraqi Freedom Desert Storm and
6 Desert Shield. He's got a slew of awards and decorati ons
7 that | won't go into now, but you can |look at his uniform
8 And he hol ds degrees in aeronautical and civil engineering.
9 So, with that, 1'lIl turn the neeting over to
10 Col onel Est ok.
11 MR. ESTOK: kay. And, now, Kara, you got to cut
12 nme off too. You know, you can give ne the tinme expired.
13 Hey, |I'm Col onel Bruce Estok as Evan said, and |'m
14 the commander of the Seattle District Corps of Engineers. |
15 want to welcone you all to tonight's public neeting on the
16 Skagit River General Investigation.
17 I want to thank Betsy Robbl ee of Representative
18 Larsen's office who's here with us, as well as the county
19 conm ssioner's, county, city, tribal officials that are here
20 in attendance tonight, and all the nmenbers of the public
21 that have taken the tinme to participate.
22 As we pulled into the parking |lot tonight, you
23 know, we kind of cane -- we kind of took the |ong way
24 around, but eventually we nade it to the right place.
25 Pulled in here. W were |like, There are a | ot of people
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1 here for this. And, you know, what that tells ne, you know,
2 based on the nunber of people that are here, as well as --
3 you know, | was briefed on a bit of the history of this
4 study and your -- you know, your conmtnent to it over tine.
5 This is very inportant to the comunity here. You know,
6 beyond that, you know, | recognize that flooding is a
7 significant issue for Skagit County and the comunity here.
8 And, you know, what | want to |let you know is that
9 it is inmportant to the Corps of Engineers, and it's
10 inportant to nme personally. Qur team here, you know, |
11 think 1'Il thank themup front. They've done a, you know,
12 | ot of good work to get to this point. You know, still
13 plenty to do. But | do want you to know that |'ve just been
14 in this job for, you know, a short period of tine. This is,
15 in fact, you know, the first sort of public engagenent |'ve
16 had. And it's because, you know, kind of from day one, |'ve
17 heard about Skagit Valley, you know, both this study as well
18 as, you know, sone of the flooding you had in the |ast few
19 years and the levy rehabs we're doing. So | recognize that
20 this is a big issue up here, and we want to, you know, work
21 Wi th you on that.
22 Beyond it being inportant, | got to tell you, |
23 appreci ate the chance to get out of the office. You know,
24 like | said, |I've been on the job seven days, and it's been
25 kind of briefing after briefing after briefing, hearing
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 about all the things that the folks at the district do. But
2 the chance to really get out on the ground -- you know, got
3 kind of a windshield tour on the way in, you know,
4 relatively quickly, you know, briefing on the way up and
5 then, you know, sone tinme before this neeting here to talk
6 to, you know, quite a few of you and understand a little bit
7 about who you are and your interest in the project. And
8 that's -- you know, for me, that's inval uable, because
9 ultimately as this -- you know, as this noves forward, the
10 position I"min, you know, |'ve got to understand, you know,
11 kind of all the factors at play with it.
12 As Evan nentioned, our purpose tonight is to give
13 you a brief update on the project and then talk to you a
14 little bit about the NEPA, or National Environnental, you
15 know, Policy Act process. But really the nost inportant
16 reason why we're here tonight is to have an opportunity to
17 listen to you, okay? To understand your -- you know, your
18 concerns, you know, the con -- firsthand what you think
19 about the conditions on the ground here, what problens you
20 face, and what opportunities we have in the basin to try to,
21 you know, take care of the flooding problem you know,
22 t hrough this study.
23 You know, this'Il -- 1 think we'll have a good
24 anount of time here tonight to acconplish that once | get
25 done. You can flash the thing here. |'mgetting close.
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 And then beyond tonight's, you know, activities here, |
2 certainly look forward to in ny tine in the Seattle district
3 working closely with all of you on other opportunities to
4 get up here, and spend a little bit nore tinme on the ground
5 under standi ng firsthand, you know, what the situation is.
6 So thank you very much for having ne. Appreciate
7 it.
8 MR. BERENTSON: Good eveni ng.
9 My nane is Dan Berentson. |'mdivision nmanager
10 for Natural Resources, Skagit County Public Works.
11 As you know, Skagit Valley is a local sponsor of
12 the General Investigation, and we've been working with the
13 Corps of Engineer for sonme tine. W'd really like to show
14 our appreciation for our local partners fromour cities,
15 towns, tribes, dike districts, and interested parties. Have
16 been so loyal to paying attention to this inportant issue.
17 And just real quickly, I'd like to introduce sone
18 of our county staff and then introduce our county
19  conm ssi oners.
20 Here today we have Henry Hash, our public works
21 director. Henry Hash.
22 Lorna Ellestad, @ project manager. She's in the
23 back.
24 Kara Synonds, who's holding up the your-time-is-up
25 card. She's our watershed planner.
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1 Jan Fl agan, our water -- or surface water section
2 nmanager .
3 Meghan MacMul | en, administrative assistant.
4 And | believe Ni kki Davis, our engineering tech,
5 Is here.
6 Al so, our Skagit River Flood Control Zone District
7 Advisory Conmttee. We have a couple nenbers. Leonard
8 Hal verson, | believe, is here. Daryl Hanburg, and |I'm sure
9 there's -- mght be a few ot hers.
10 But, anyway, we wel cone you all here. W
11 appreci ate the support.
12 At this tine, | would like to introduce our
13 conmm ssi oner Ron Wesen as the chair, and he'll introduce our
14 ot her two conm ssioners.
15 | believe Ken Dahlstedt had to leave a little bit
16 earlier, but he was here a few m nutes earlier
17 M. Wesen?
18 MR. WESEN. Thank you, Dan.
19 I'd like to wel cone everybody here. | really do
20 appreciate it.
21 And thank you, Colonel, for comng up here. |
22 know | net you | ast week down in the Ecosystem board
23 neeti ng, and he was | ooking forward to comng up to
24 Skagit County. W had a beautiful day today. So thank you
25 very much.
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 I know this has been going on for quite a few
2 years. W need to |look forward and nake sure we cone to a
3 resolution of this problemon the Skagit River, and | think
4 we can get there. And we are -- need to all work together.
5 So | just thank you all for being here and being a part of
6 this public comment.
7 Conm ssioner Dillon is here, and she has been on
8 the county commission for four and a half years now?
9 M5. DI LLON:  Yes.
10 MR. WESEN: And Conm ssi oner Dahl stedt has been
11 eight and a half or twelve?
12 MR. DAHLSTEDT: El even.
13 MR. WESEN:. El even.
14 So he's the one who's been here the | ongest, and
15 he's the one who's dealt with the Skagit River study the
16 | ongest. So he's the one of the three of us that lead --
17 put in the lead on this Skagit River. So -- he had a
18 personal issue that cane up today. So that's why he's not
19 able to stay any longer. He was here for about an hour or
20 so earlier.
21 So once again, thank you for being here. Please
22 have sone good comments, and we do appreciate everyone
23 working on this problem
24 Thank you.
25 MR. JOHINSON: And |'m Dan Johnson. [|'mthe
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1 proj ect manager for the Skagit River A for the Corps of
2 Engi neers. Talk a little bit about where we are today,
3 where we cane from where we're headed to next.
4 | started this job about a year ago, and al nost
5 I mredi ately was assigned to the Skagit . And I'mhere to
6 tell you, it's a pretty amazing place. Actually took a
7 little bit of vacation time with my wife this sumer, and of
8 all the places we could go, we canme up here for our
9 vacation. But | laid low and didn't let you know | was in
10 town, so....
11 Skagit River is very conplex. You know, between
12 danms and | evies and nountai ns and fl oodpl ai ns and dunpi ng
13 off into the Sound, we have a |ot of things we've got to
14 figure out. And we've been at it kind of a long tine. |
15 think sonme folks would agree. But at the nonment we're
16 maki ng sone pretty good progress. And one of the -- there
17 are a couple of things that have helped a lot with that.
18 One was, this year we got assigned to sonething
19 called reset. The termkind of maybe confuses people
20 sonetines. It sounds |like we're starting over again, and
21 that's not quite the case. But really it's a -- nore of an
22 opportunity for us to get sonme good attention fromthe folks
23 that we work for. So above the district |evel we have a
24 division in Portland, and we have our headquarters back in
25 Washi ngton, D.C., and they've taken a real strong interest
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 in how this project is going.
2 W nmet with thema couple tines this year. Sort
3 of | ooked at the scope of the project, |ooked at where --
4 what things we had done in the past, the things we were
5 trying to acconplish right now, and nmaybe sonme of the things
6 in the future that we were a little overplanned for. And we
7 identified a few things that we could probably streamnline
8 t he process, save ourselves sone tine, save ourselves sone
9 noney, which is noney for both us and for the counties since
10 there is a cost share, and we both pay for part of this
11 process. And the good thing is, is | think we're on the
12 right track. | think we're going to be headed in the right
13 di rection.
14 The thing we're wapping up right now -- what
15 we're working on right now, this nonth, the next couple
16 nonths, is to conplete our report for our baseline
17 condition. That's what we refer to as our fu -- existing
18 and future with our project conditions. So that's: \Wat's
19 it like today? What's it likely to be like in the next 50
20 years? And howis that going to work for both flooding, for
21 the environnment, for future devel opnent in and around the
22 basin. | know there's a big issue right now about stuff
23 that's going up -- on up north where you may have bi g coal
24 cars traveling down the rails every day. And that's the
25 kind of stuff we have to take into account; what -- if that
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 was to cone into play, how does that affect our project? So
2 we're wapping that up, and that's going to go off to our
3 headquarters at the end of this fiscal year. Qur fiscal
4 year ends in Septenber, and the new one starts in Cctober.
5 So | also get to bring you sone of the -- maybe
6 not necessarily bad news, but | think at first blush it
7 seens |ike bad news, which is every one of us knows what the
8 congressional climate is right now A lot of debt. A lot
9 of folks that are trying to figure out how we properly spend
10 our nmoney and where we need to make cuts. |In the past, this
11 project has gotten its noney fromthe | egislature. And
12 we' ve got sone great |egislatures that have hel ped us.
13 Bet ween Representative Larsen and Senator Murray, we had a
14 great push this |ast year to get sonme good funding for this
15 project and nove it forward in sort of |eaps and bounds from
16 where it's been in the past.
17 What happened i nstead was, you know, there was
18 kind of a change of climte. And, you know, what they cal
19 earmarks or what we refer to as congressional adds are
20 sonmet hing that we've been told are going to go away. And
21 that's where our noney has cone for the last six or seven
22 years, have been through those adds, which gives a very
23 uncertain future right now for where our noney's going to
24  cone from
25 And | really can't give you an answer. That's the
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 thing about it, | guess. So it's nore uncertain news than
2 bad news necessarily, but at the nonment we're not in what's
3 called a president's budget. W are part of the executive
4 branch. And first and forenost, that's where our noney
5 cones from And up at that level, at the Ofice of
6 Managenent and Budget, with the executive office of the
7 presi dent, they decide how that budget is going to be spent.
8 And at the nonment we're not in that budget for next year,
9 for fiscal year '12.
10 So at the nmonent, we're |ooking at the chance that
11 we may have to stop work. But that's the future, and |
12 can't predict it. And in the past, they' ve found ways to
13 get us noney. So |I'm hopefully optimstic that we'll still
14 be maki ng progress when the new year starts in Cctober, but
15 | have no way to pronise anything one way or the other.
16 And that's probably where | need to close. The
17 reason we're here, again, is to take your comments. And our
18 Envi ronnental Services coordi nator, Hannah Hadl ey, is going
19 to conme up and discuss a little bit nore about the details
20 of what NEPA is and why we're issuing this notice of intent
21 ri ght now.
22 M5. HADLEY: H . So |I'm Hannah Hadl ey, the
23 envi ronnmental coordinator for the Skagit 4.
24 And |I'm here to kind of go over NEPA pretty
25 briefly. So NEPA is the National Environnental Policy Act,
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 which was signed into law in 1969. And NEPA is triggered by
2 maj or federal action; in this case, the Skagit Q. And it
3 requires -- so NEPA requires all federal agencies to
4 eval uate potential environnental effects of a proposed nmjor
5 federal action and possible mtigation neasures.
6 And for the Corps, we look to the Arny
7 Regul ati on 200-2 for guidance on how to conduct NEPA. And I
8 think it was alluded to earlier, the Corps is the | ead
9 agency, |ead federal agency in this case, and Skagit County
10 is our |ocal sponsor.
11 And now to talk a little bit about the NEPA
12 process. So we develop a range -- a range of alternatives
13 are devel oped and are evaluated. And we present the
14 anal ysis of the potential effects of those range of
15 alternatives in addition to the preferred alternative in
16 what is called, for this project, the Draft Environnental
17 | npact St at enent .
18 And through -- and throughout -- one -- another
19 aspect of NEPAis -- it's a way to reach out to the public
20 and get public involvenent and public outreach and public --
21 just public comments. Wat -- it's an opportunity to
22 comrent on the project.
23 And there's different oppor -- there's different
24 stages, or steps, in NEPA, as ny poster back there alluded
25 to, where we -- where the public can conment. And right now
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 where we are is we issued a notice of intent, and it --

2 which started up the NEPA scoping comment period. And we

3 wll -- we're asking -- we're gathering your comments, and

4 then we wll take those comments and consi der them when we

5 wite the draft EIS.

6 And then at the draft EIS, when it is released for

7 public review, again, we'll do a series of public neetings

8 and have -- there will be a public conment period at which

9 time, once again, we'll ask you all to comment on the

10 docunent. And then in the final EIS, we wite -- we respond
11 to those cooments that are -- that we're given during the

12 draft EIS. There is also a short comment period associ at ed
13 with the final EIS for those who did submt coments. And
14 then fromthere, we hopefully get a record of decision and
15 then we have a project.

16 So NEPA real ly does encourage citizen

17 participation via public hearings, scoping neetings, these
18 comrent periods where you can send in your witten comrents.
19 Public involvenent is a very inportant aspect of the NEPA
20 process. It's an opportunity for the public to participate
21 in a federal decision-nmaking process and direct an agency's
22 attention to the conmunity's concerns.

23 So, different ways that you can comment. Either
24 speak tonight. | notice a few of you have signed up. Also
25 doing witten comments. W have sone comment forns that
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 have ny e-mail address, and -- address, and you can either

2 send ne an e-nmail with your coments or wite themon the

3 formand give them-- send themin. And that

4 information's -- ny e-mail and address are on the

5 I nformati onal sheet that we have handed out and on the

6 coment formand on the NEPA brochure that we've handed out.

7 And the NEPA brochure also kind of goes over what is NEPA,

8 what is the scoping process.

9 And | think that's all | kind of had to say about
10 this NEPA process. So now we'll turn the neeting over to
11 you guys, and so if -- we would ask if you could pl ease
12 state your nane, if -- when you give a comment, and al so
13 any -- if you're affiliated wth any organi zati ons.

14 And, once again, Kara will let you know She's
15 our tinme -- vicious tinmekeeper. And she'll let you know

16 when you have one m nute and when you're done.

17 And | think -- so wthout further ado, it's

18 Kathy -- and we'll ask as people just kind of -- whoever's
19 speaki ng, just cone up here, and then that way our court

20 reporter can record your comment.

21 So if Kathy Mtchell would |ike to cone up?

22 M5. MTCHELL: MW nane's Kathy M tchel

23 [unintelligible], fromBow County. Excuse ne. It's in the
24  town of Bow.

25 I"'ma little curious. Wen | see the maps --
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1 saw t he announcenent just a couple days ago. And very new
2 to this process, but when | see the maps and the | arge area
3 covered for the project, ny cormments really go back nore to
4 guestions for where we're going to ask where we can get nore
5 information for the average citizen. Wen | |ook at
6 sonmething fromthis -- fromny trainings froma geol ogi ca
7 perspective, when | | ook at something of the size of this,
8 it's huge, absolutely enornous, and quite a big undert aki ng.
9 And if you look at the tinme frame that's al ready been

10 spent -- |I've been told today it was at | east ten years.

11 can understand why it's taking so long to get things

12 rolling.

13 You' ve got so many different areas within this

14 basin that are very, very different fromeach other. How

15 can sonething this |arge be addressed, and what kind of tine
16 are we |looking at really to make sone differences? Wat

17 ki nd of inpacts are you expecting to nake that really are

18 going to be effective?

19 When you | ook at sonme people that are along the

20 hill si des versus people that are right in the mddle of the

21 fl oodpl ai n, huge, huge differences. And further up the

22 river versus down river, out towards -- towards where the

23 mai n body of water is, it's just huge differences. So

24 really what this conmes back down to, ny main question |eads:

25 Wiy are we | ooking at such a huge scope on sonething, and
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1 really how effective can we be? It's just astronomcal to
2 my mnd at this point, and | hope sonebody can address those
3 questions for us.
4 Thank you.
5 MR LEWS: ay. Carol Ehlers is next.
6 M5. EHLERS: |'m Carol Ehlers. | live on the west
7 si de of Fidal go Island.
8 And |'ve watched the flood process for 23 years,
9 but I know it's gone on at |east since 1921. Nothing in
10 this county is done quickly. So those of you who expect
11 sonmething to be done in the next year or two are bound to be
12 di sappoi nted, and that is not only because it's bureaucracy,
13 it's because it is conplex. And for all that I'mthe
14 accunul ator of a lot of information, there's basic
15 information | don't see.
16 For exanple, there's a nmap over there which shows
17 the relationship of the entire drainage basin to the nuch
18 | ar ger scope of the Fraser River Valley and also to the
19 counties to the south of it. But it fails in one basic
20 aspect, which the County's Envision 2060 does not fail in,
21 which is the sane geographical area, but the County's
22 pl anni ng departnent map has on it the el evation which shows
23 the snow | i ne.
24 And since precipitation is very different above
25 the snow line and below in terns of its direct effect, such
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 as in Novenber and Decenber, this map begins to show soneone
2 like me, who's not an official participant, doesn't have all
3 the information, how you can | ook at the entire basin and
4 begin to see that when rain cones -- when rain clouds cone
5 in, as nost of themdo, fromthe southwest to northwest --
6 |'ve never heard of themcomng fromthe east. Wnd does,
7 but I don't think rain does. It comes in. Wen it hits a
8 hill, the cloud rises, and as it rises it drops water. And
9 that's the basis of neteorology. This map will help you
10 understand it. So | give it to whoever collects materials
11 her e.
12 The second thing. One of the things -- one of the
13 nmeasures, as you call it, that has been proposed since 1921,
14 Is the Avon Bypass, which you have now rebaptized the
15 Swi nonmi sh Bypass so that no one can find the two together
16 el ectronically. My | request that you return it to its
17 original nanme so that people can see how -- the context of
18 what changes and what doesn't.
19 ' ve been conpl ai ni ng about that Avon Bypass ever
20 since | heard about it, because of the oil petroleum
21 pi pelines. And | have now found fromthe fire
22 departnments -- the County didn't have a copy. Apparently no
23 city government was given this by the utilities conmm ssion
24 But this is a Washington state pipe |land -- pipeline atlas,
25 and it has all of the major pipelines; that is, the ones
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1 that 250 PSIG and above. And the 250 is because, above
2 that, it's likely to explode. Belowthat, it'll |eak.
3 Both of these are environnental ly significant.
4 And since no one had a copy of it, |I have brought a couple
5 of first pages so that you folks can find it. | have the
6 cover, | have the page that tells you how you call these
7 peopl e, and | have maps whi ch show that when you get to this
8 choke point -- the Avon Bypass starts up here in
9 Mount Vernon -- that's too small for you to see. Think in
10 your mnd. In your mnd s atlas.
11 It starts on the river bend just bel ow Burlington
12 Oh, dear, | only have a m nute.
13 It follows State Route 20 all the way to the
14 Swi nom sh sl ough. Wen it conmes out of the river, it wll
15 make a turn to the left of its own accord. This water wll.
16 It will go down parallel to 20. Wen it gets to the
17 Sw nom sh slough, it will be 5 000 feet wde, and it wll
18 turn right of its own accord down through the Sw nom sh
19 sl ough, across four petroleum pipelines. One huge water
20 pi pel i ne serving Cak Harbor, the Navy base, the refineries,
21 Anacortes, and La Conner. It will go across all the
22 utilities.
23 It will put into question the south part of the
24 Barrenson [ phonetic] Bridge, which was likely to fall when
25 it was first installed in 1971. They put dirt around it to
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you see? And then it'll go
past the railway, which is going to have 100-car oil train
since it's still in the

fl oodpl ai n, through the Swi nom sh gas station/casi no and new

That is the kind of environmental discussion that

your maps really need to |l ook at for not just that area.

illustrate other places where it's equally inportant. And
if you don't do it, then you have an environnmental problem
Because on the other side of that
sl ough is between 80 and 100, 000 people now. You've got
Anacortes. You've got San Juan
County. You've got the ferries comng fromPort Angeles.
You've got the ferry com ng from Canada. You' ve got every
kind of thing. And people here in the central valley forget
Mount Vernon. So....

She's right.

coul d say other things --

But your tinme is up.

but ny tinme is up.

Next we have Bill MCord.

Good eveni ng, everybody.

McCord. |'ma Mount Vernon

1 support it. The dirt m ght go,
2

3 comng over it. And it wll

4

5 hot el .

6

7

8 That's the one I"millustrating.
9

10

11 and a financial problem

12

13 Cak Harbor, the Navy base,

14

15

16

17 it, just as we tend to forget
18 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
19 M5S. EHLERS:
20 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
21 M5. EHLERS
22 MR, LEWS:. Ckay.
23 MR M CORD:
24 Again, ny nane is Bil
25

resident. Been living in Western Washi ngton for the past
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1 40 -- yeah, 40-sone years.
2 A coupl e of observations. [1'Il try to follow up
3 in witing sone of these observations. And that is, it's --
4 really striking to ne is we're making the river fit our
5 demands instead of our -- adjusting our lives, our
6 communities, and our |ifestyles around the river. And
7 obviously it hasn't worked in the Geat Plains and M dwest
8 where there have been sone severe flooding. And with all of
9 the Corps' great efforts that have been made there, the
10 rivers still cone up over the banks and flood the
11 communi ties and cause incredible damage. And peopl e go back
12 and build right in the sane floodplains. So | would
13 encourage the Corps to | ook nore carefully at making sone
14 suggestions about adjusting our conmunities around the
15 river.
16 Nunber two. In that regard, | want to encourage
17 I nnovation, and that is sonething sinple, like floatable
18 structures. They do exist in the Netherlands, and it woul d
19 be wi se to have sone of the people involved there, and --
20 the m crophone's trying to tell nme sonething.
21 MR LEWS: Do you want to try to turn the vol une
22 down on the right -- left-hand knob there?
23 MR MCORD: So in addition to the idea of
24 float -- there are existing technol ogies working today in
25 the Netherlands for floatable structures. And |I'm sure
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 there m ght be sone kind of a guest exchange program where
2 we could -- you could get engineers and technicians to cone
3 and confer with the Corps and the County people to
4 I nvestigate as a possibility.
5 The other thing -- there's an old-tinme farm ng
6 technique, and that is you build your house on a high place.
7 And if you don't have a high place on your site, you nound
8 up the earth so that your house is not going to be
9 I nundated. We have a few, you know, good exanples right
10 here in Skagit Vall ey.
11 And, lastly, | want to encourage the Corps to | ook
12 nore carefully at all the evacuation plans and energency
13 permts in ternms of, when there is a flood, that there's
14 good communi cation. Right nowit seens to be very scattered
15 and di sorgani zed. And people were conpletely confused a
16 coupl e of years ago about where to go and how to get there
17 and how to comuni cate in that process.
18 So those are just a fewthings | want to nention.
19 ["1l submt some witten comments |ater
20 Thank you.
21 That wasn't too bad.
22 MR LEWS:. Ckay. Leonard Hal verson is next.
23 MR. HALVERSON: Leonard Hal verson, 11558 Sterling
24 Road.
25 I guess | nust be the senior nenber of this flood
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1 commttee thing. Been at this since 1975. And things have
2 gotten continually worse instead of better.
3 A good exanple of that tonight is, on the way here
4 they were still dunping riprap in the river. Tightening it
5 up just below nmy house. Next time it floods, | get nore
6 water. W're in areservoir in Sterling in Nookachanps. W
7 need mtigation for it. W need nore water taken down the
8 river, not stacked up on us again.
9 Thank you.
10 MR LEWS: ay. John Shultz.
11 MR. SCHULTZ: Good eveni ng.
12 My nane is John Shultz, and I'"'ma -- been the
13 attorney for DDke 1 and D ke 12, and along with the
14 Skagit County Di ke District Partnership for about 25 years.
15 So I've got a long history in dealing with the dike
16 districts and flood control.
17 I"d like to first thank Col onel Estok for com ng.
18 | talked to you down in Ednonds, and we had a good
19 di scussion, and really |l ooking forward to working with you.
20 And it says a lot that you conme up and talk to us, because
21 that doesn't happen too often. So we do appreciate that.
22 Al'so |ike to thank Dan Berentson and Lorna
23 El |l estad for essentially triggering this neeting, for the
24 reset. The G study has had problens. 1t's been going on
25 for about 13 years. A reset's necessary, and you guys have
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 taken the lead to get that done, and that's one of the
2 reasons we're here tonight.
3 Just went back to Washington, D.C., with these
4 guys about three weeks ago -- or about three nonths ago.
5 And | renenber sitting in neetings for three days straight
6 I n headquarters with these two guys, Lorna and Dan, beating
7 on themand telling them we need noney and we need to have
8 flood control in Skagit County. So, you know, |'m a real
9 cheerl eader for these guys.
10 Last thing I'd like to say is that the Corps has
11 been the dike districts' best friends. | nean, you know,
12 |'ve been dealing with the dike districts for 25 years.
13 Every tinme there's a flood, these guys are here. They junp
14 in their cars and they cone up and hel p us. They, you know,
15 sandbag. They pay for repairs. They pay for energency
16 repairs afterwards. So we've been great friends for many
17 years, and | -- and it's a new day because we got a new
18 colonel. I'mreally |ooking forward to, you know, working
19 with the Corps, and along with the County, because we're
20 finally a real partnership here, the County, the cities, and
21 the Dike Districts. So it's a newday, and |'mreally
22 | ooking forward to this.
23 The G study has had sone problens, and the
24 probl enms, as far as |'mconcerned, are past. | think we're
25 nmoving forward here. And so | wanted to tal k not about
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325
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1 i ndi vidual projects. 1'll be submtting witten comments,
2 and | think it would belabor it too nmuch to tal k about
3 i ndi vidual projects, and we don't have, you know, big charts
4 and whatnot to |look at those. So | want to tal k about
5 policy and process.
6 And the first thing | want to say is that even in
7 the notice to the -- you know, to this neeting tonight, it
8 says -- and |I'll quote -- The purpose of the G is to
9 identify problens and opportunities that exist to relieve
10 fl ooding, to reduce risks, and to develop a flood risk
11 managenent plan. This is about flooding. This is about
12 protection of communities from fl oodi ng.
13 The second prong, of course, of the A study is to
14 enhance habitat, and we' ve been working on that considerably
15 with the district. W've got probably -- if you drive al ong
16 the river you'll see 5 mles of projects nowthat we're
17 doi ng right now.
18 And so | asked one of ny comm ssioners -- | said,
19 you know, I'mgoing to speak at this thing tonight. What
20 should | say? And he says, You tell themthat all the noney
21 they' ve spent the last 13 years, if they would have given
22 that to ne, we'd have new levies along the entire river. So
23 that's -- we're not going to do that. That's not going to
24  work because we have process to go through. But the point
25 is, we feel that the dike district comm ssioners and the
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1 di ke districts should be nore involved in this process.

2 They've been marginalized in the past. They haven't been

3 consul ted.

4 They're the guys that know what's going on here.

5 | nmean, Daryl Hanburg's here. He's a good friend. And, you

6 know, he's been a di ke conm ssioner for -- what? --

7 15 years. His dad was for about 20 years before that. So

8 we have history. These guys know what to do. And when a

9 flood cones, they don't call Washington, D.C. You know,

10 they call the Corps in Seattle. They conme up, and we do our
11 t hi ng, declare an energency, and we save the County, which
12 is pronptly forgotten after the flood. W' ve saved the

13 County many tines, in 2003 and 2006.

14 So | think that for this partnership, the County,
15 the cities, you'll find the dike districts can be your very
16 best partners, and they need to be consulted nore. Their

17 expertise and their technical know edge need to be relied

18 upon nore. And it would be real valuable to keep this

19 process noving forward.

20 | want to talk briefly on the benefits of the G
21 and the problens with the G, because a lot of tines people
22 won't talk about this. The benefits are that it's a study
23 that quantifies flood risk. It gets all parties together to
24 make deci sions to analyze flood risk, including tribes,

25 envi ronnental groups, everybody involved in the profession
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1 It's a planning tool for flood control. It cannot end
2 because it's now institutionalized.
3 For exanple, the PSE litigation. | was involved
4 in that. W have a settlenent agreenent for storage. Part
5 of that is conpletion of the G study. And that's part of
6 what we have to do to inplenent flood control. FEMA and the
7 BiQp, that's a big thing now And part of that is doing
8 what the G study would do, analyze flood risks, analyze
9 habi tat, analyze a |lot of these other issues. So it's
10 becone institutionalized. | would hate to see the G study
11 go away. It's tinme for areset, and | think the reset is
12 great.
13 But the last thing is that the process provides
14 for federal funding. W go to D.C. and we see the
15 | egislators there. W have a problemw th fundi ng now,
16 granted, because of the tines, but in the past when we're a
17 united front and we pursue the A, we'll get sone funding.
18 I[t's the vehicle fromwhich we will get federal funding,
19 when the econony i nproves.
20 Problems with the G study. And | consider these
21 past problens. | consider it a new day. That we're going
22 to go forward. This reset's a great thing because we can
23 reset it, decide what we're going to do. Hopefully have
24 dike districts in the consultation. Get |eaner, neaner,
25 know what we did wong, and then -- and nove forward.
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1 The problem of course, is funding. W're not in
2 the 2012 budget or the 2013 budget. W nmay get noney in
3 2014. But that's a problem Lorna and Dan, we went to D.C
4 They were working on that noney, and we got sone residual --
5 or sone -- | can't renenber the nane, but sone residua
6 funding after the prior funding. So there is alittle bit
7 of noney.
8 The other problemis it's been inefficient. W' ve
9 gone on for 13 years. It's cost about $15 million. It's
10 one of the | ongest studies in the United States, and | think
11 that was a good reason we got a reset. |It's been
12 fragnented. There are a nunber of neetings where --
13 neetings in Seattle, but they don't come up here. You know,
14 sone technicians in Seattle. They don't see what's on the
15 river, what the on-the-ground conditions are. So if we
16 coul d have nore dial ogue and coordi nati on, that woul d be
17 very -- very hel pful.
18 So the results are -- the @ study, 13 years
19 | ater, we've gone through five colonels. | nean, | think
20 you're a breath of fresh air, but we've had four other ones
21 that -- they tried their darndest, but it didn't work. No
22 fundi ng from Congress. No conclusions of the study. No
23 specific projects approved. And so after 13 years, a reset
24 I S necessary.
25 I think, though, the community can ask the
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1 legitimte questions. Howis it that the dike districts can

2 be doing repairs right now? The dike districts have

3 negotiated with the Corps for three and a half years. W

4 got the noney. W identified the projects. W consulted

5 with the tribes and the environnental agencies. W got our

6 certifications. W conplied wth DSA, and the Bi Op.

7 One nore m nute? Ckay.

8 We conplied with the Bi Op, and we're doing

9 projects. So, again, | think the dike districts can be good
10 partners in this process. They know how to get things done,
11 and it didn't take them 13 years to do it. So |I'm |l ooking
12 for noving forward, having a new day on this, and having a
13 real partnership wwth the Corps. So | think this is a good
14 nmeet i ng.

15 G ad you're up here. | appreciate it. Thank you
16 for your service.

17 MR LEWS:. Ckay. Conrad is next.

18 MR. QUIP. Conrad Quip [phonetic], Fidalgo Island.
19 Not prepared to speak, but he wants to say

20 somet hi ng anyhow.

21 I was -- 1'm40 years in the county. This process
22 goes on before that and will be going on in the future. |
23 was involved heavily for 20 years, and | wonder with this

24 per sonnel change -- | haven't seen any of the old tiners

25 here. They nust be still existing. How we can keep what's
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1 going on for so long. Wich was all good stuff so far, but
2 it didn't lead to anything. Like it disturbs ne that we
3 have to put a new baseline in, because that neans everything
4 what happened is down the river, gone. Mybe that's good.
5 | don't think so.
6 Then the dike districts, they bother ne. They're
7 bui | di ng the di kes and the bigger picture is not taken care
8 of . Every dike district has a certain area they want to
9 keep up, and the di kes get higher and the river is going to
10 say I'mnot going to stay within these limts.
11 That's what | really |liked about Bill MCord's
12 coorment. W need to adapt our lives to the river, not the
13 river to our lives. |It's not going to work.
14 And -- yeah. The -- | was after this real estate
15 | ady a nonent ago, and, excuse ne, but it really bothers ne
16 that we are still building in the floodplain and that
17 there's still insurance avail able for those people. | nean,
18 it's known for a long tinme that you will be flooded out
19 eventually. It's not a question if; it's just when. And
20 houses still go up.
21 The scope of the project cannot be big enough
22 Sone | ady had problens there because it's a big thing. And
23 the big rivers give problens. W w Il not avoid fl ooding.
24 Europe is way ahead of us in -- with their big rivers, and
25 every so often you'll read about the big floods there. W
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1 wll not control the floods. So we can see that we survive
2 the floods; that's all. And | hope the new faces get
3 somet hi ng acconpl i shed soon.
4 Thank you.
5 MR LEWS: ay. | have one nore speaker,
6 Gary Jones. And so if you're getting up the courage after
7 Gary, you've got sone nore tine. So we can open it up for
8 other folks if they're interested after Gary.
9 MR. JONES: Thank you.
10 Good evening. M nane is Gary Jones. |'m an
11 attorney in Mouunt Vernon.
12 | just came fromthe Fir Island dike district
13 nmeeting. They had their annual neeting this evening, and
14 had a nunber of issues on their agenda.
15 The thing that | wanted to say, that they endorsed
16 at that neeting was the idea that any CGeneral |nvestigation
17 Study and any solution for property owners in the Skagit
18 must include resiliency. It nmust include the ability to get
19 water off the floodplain. The -- any assunption that a
20 project will avoid all flooding is really futile. | mean,
21 what ever you do, there's always going to be a risk of
22 failure, and if it's a failure of a dike or a failure
23 because there's overtopping or a failure because of sone
24 unusual circunstance, it still floods people and it stil
25 does a | ot of danage.
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1 And the way that | would suggest should be
2 thoroughly investigated and added to the agenda of the
3 peopl e investigating in this round in the Environnental
4 | npact Statenment is looking carefully at the saltwater dikes
5 and at 1-5. Because | see |-5 as one of the big barriers to
6 accommodating a flood. And |ook for ways to get water off
7 the floodplain that will be stopped at the saltwater dikes
8 and stopped at Interstate 5. | think if that problem al one,
9 if either or both of those problens were resolved as a
10 result of careful environnental inpact assessnment and
11 pl anni ng that took account of the need to get the water off
12 the floodplain, we'd be ahead of where we have been in the
13 past, and | would urge that as a priority.
14 MR LEWS: So do we have any ot her speakers?
15 Ckay.
16 MR O DONNELL: I'md' Dan from La Conner, and
17 I"d like to talk -- Dan O Donnell. [|'d like to talk about
18 two t hings.
19 The first one is, God has granted ne the serenity
20 to accept the fact that we cannot change the hydrol ogy.
21 That hydrology is dictated by a | ady who works in Tacoma.
22 She's a Ph.D. Her nane is Cynthia Barton. You will not
23 change her mnd, and | don't care what FEMA says, we're
24 going to have to live with that hydrol ogy.
25 So what |I'd like to say is please | ook at storage.
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1 Pl ease | ook at the Water Control Manual from 1977. The
2 Corps uses that as a copout, but we know from experience in
3 2003 and 2006 that Lower Baker Dam saved us. [It's 29, 000
4 acre-feet available at that dam and by the end of 2012,
5 t hose ol d wooden gates on top are going to be replaced and
6 they're going to be autonmated. So pl ease consider in your
7 ElIS the environnental inpact on human bei ngs from water that
8 coul d be saved and stored in advance of a fl ood.
9 Now, Chal Martin wll speak about his plan to
10 contest the report that the PSE fol ks just put out. So |
11 won't steal his thunder. But, clearly, that should be
12 addressed in this EI S
13 And, finally, as a La Conner resident, | object to
14 being called a conveyance area. Honestly, when you | ook at
15 La Conner, on the south side of La Conner and on the east
16 side, there are old agricultural sea dikes. W can't
17 convey. W're a pond. So please support Measure No. 9 on
18 t he ni ne nmeasures approved by the advisory commttee, which
19 Is to close the old ring dike along the drai nage ditch.
20 | thank you.
21 MR LEWS:. Ckay. Do we have any ot her speakers?
22 MR MARTIN. I'mChal Martin, public works
23 director for the Gty of Burlington.
24 The City will be submtting coments. So I'Il
25 submt witten material too, but I wanted to tal k about
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1 three things tonight just real briefly.

2 But 1'd also |like to nention that Council Menber

3 Tonya Bi eche is here tonight.

4 Tonya, if you could raise your hand so we can see

5 It

6 Burlington's had a long interest, of course, in

7 flood control in the valley. There is -- the @ to this

8 poi nt, you know, it has generated a | ot of good information,

9 and it continues to generate good information. And we use
10 that information

11 In fact, just recently sone new hydraulic analysis
12 was done, and I1'd like to point out three things that that
13 hydraulic analysis is inputting into the process.

14 The first thing, and probably nost inportant

15 thing, is that fromthe perspective of Burlington and al so
16 fromny perspective having worked on this issue for years

17 and years, the upstream storage in the systemis absolutely
18 critical, and we can nmake nore storage available. There's
19 ways to do that in addition to the hard storage that's

20 al ready authorized, and | really would encourage the G

21 study process to get creative in | ooking at ways to put that
22 storage in use only when it's needed. W don't need it all
23 the tinme. Only need it when it's flooding. And so there

24 are ways to achieve that that | think ought to be pursued.
25 And the Gty will be submtting additional information about
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1 that.
2 There's an issue at Sterling. The hydraulic
3 nodel i ng that was recently conpl eted, assum ng that the
4 | evies don't fail -- and, in fact, | think it's likely that
5 even in a large flood the levies would hold for quite a
6 while -- there's going to be a big problemat Sterling. 1In
7 a Skagit 100-year event, the hydraulic nodeling indicates at
8 about 50, 000 cubic feet per second -- those of you who are
9 famliar with the Skagit flow know that when it's running at
10 50,000, it's nore than bank full -- it's -- you know, it's
11 approachi ng fl ood stage probably 26 feet or so. That's
12 about -- that's a bunch of water, folks, and it's going to
13 be going north across H ghway 20 at Sterling. There is
14 not hing we can do to stop that.
15 W have a -- kind of a handshake agreenent anong
16 folks -- Leonard, you know, you've lived out in that area
17 for years and years -- to sandbag along the railroad grate
18 there in Sterling. And the idea was -- the concept was that
19 t he sandbag top would go no higher than -- than the high
20 poi nt, which is along one of those roads there. At |east
21 that's the theory. 1'mnot sure Leonard agrees with it.
22 But the point is, the hydraulic nodeling shows
23 that the water levels at 49 feet NAVD and the sandbag | evel
24 is 45 feet. So that ain't going to work. So that water's
25 going to go. There's nothing we can do about it to -- under
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1 the current conditions. And it's a real issue for the
2 project. You know, that's upstreamin the system and it's
3 going to have to be addressed sonehow in the . Do you try
4 to keep all that water in the systemand send it to -- on
5 downstreamto the storage area in La Conner --
6 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you.
7 MR MARTIN. -- or do you try to take it out of
8 the river as quickly as you can upstreanf?
9 And the last thing is the BNSF Skagit River
10 bridge. That bridge was constructed in 1916.
11 And after the 1921 flood event, the engi neer
12 i ndi cated that, oops, we may have nade a mi stake with that
13 bridge. So the problemthere is that the 100-year water
14 surface level is 47.4 feet. The m d-channel bottom chord
15 elevation is 46.4 feet. That's a foot |lower. And the over
16 bank bottom chord elevation is 42.8 feet. So the water
17 stacks up on the bridge. 1In addition to the debris, it
18 creates a condition that hydraulic engineers call pressure
19 flow, which is very bad for bridges, which are supposed to
20 support a vertical |oad and they're trying to support a
21 hori zontal load. It doesn't work very well.
22 And, finally, there was sonme nention made -- this
23 really is not Burlington's issue, but it certainly is a
24 regional issue -- of howthat water is going to go out into
25 the floodplain. This is a very inportant issue. And if you
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1 | ook at the configuration of the dike districts, you know,
2 really Dike 22 can't take any water. | nean, if they take
3 any water, they're -- they fill up like a bathtub. D ke 17
4 is the sane way, and to a | esser extent, so is D ke 3. And
5 soreally it's up to Dike 12 and 1, as well as the drai nage
6 districts that serve those areas, to handle the water that's
7 going to flow out of the channel and onto the fl oodplain
8 towards La Conner. It actually -- it goes to the north too
9 of Bayvi ew Ri dge.
10 Thank you very nuch.
11 MR LEWS:. Gkay. Another speaker.
12 MR H LTON:. Bob Hlton, 21032 Little Muntain
13 Road.
14 That address is at 309-foot altitude because as a
15 | ad at age twelve, | went over the |I-5 bridge and saw all
16 the housing in Vanport flooding and floating around |ike
17 apples. And that was the second largest city in Portland at
18 the tine.
19 Now, in addition to adverse floodi ng and what
20 you' ve heard here tonight, | have an additional coment
21 whi ch further conplinents -- or conplicates other people's
22 concerns. And that is, about two years ago the Arny Corps
23 of Engineers finally put out a report on sea |level rise
24 probl enms. And these problens are not disappearing. In
25 fact, we can expect by all scientific guesstimation at this
LI KKEL and ASSOCI ATES (800) 686- 1325

www. | i kkel courtreporters. com depos@ i kkel courtreporters. com

bladadc3-49e5-48f7-bead4-8d535ce56e77



Page 39
1 point in tine that by the year 2100 sea level rise out here
2 backing up all the flowing Skagit will be at least 1 neter
3 higher. And there's quite a bit of evidence that will cone
4 out in the IPCC report here in another two years.
5 And so in the Environnental Inpact Statenent, this
6 Is going to be the biggest environnmental change that this
7 county will see, and so | hope that there is a good section
8 in here on howthis is going to foul everything up, and
9 everybody' s opinions know that can't possibly happen.
10 Thank you.
11 MR. LEWS:. Any other speakers?
12 MR. AXELSON: My nane is Maynard Axelson. | live
13 on Fir Island right down by the nouth of the river where the
14 river neets the bay. |I'ma third generation farmer there.
15 My grandpa cane from Sweden in 1896, and so he honest eaded
16 there.
17 And over the years |'ve heard a |lot of stories
18 about the flooding, and there's a |lot of old photos of the
19 | adi es out there with wheel barrows and the guys with the --
20 with horses and nmules and all kinds of things trying to
21 nmound up sone dirt. And the first dikes they built were
22 just little tiny things about this high.
23 And so for years and years and years |'ve wondered
24  what was the difference then. Wy didn't we need, you know,
25 10-foot tall dikes or whatever? And it seened |ike
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1 everybody agreed that the -- when it rained heavy the river

2 didn't rise near as fast, and so | don't knowif that's

3 because the hills were covered with old growh trees or just

4 what the difference was.

5 But when we're down there on Fir Island, we feel

6 like we're the mce kind of skirting back and forth between

7 the feet of the elephant. And, you know, what happens

8 upstream we have to pay for down there. And so we feel

9 i ke, you know, maybe over the years there's a |lot of these
10 hills have been | ogged off a little harder than they should
11 have and, you know, now the river rises real quickly. And
12 maybe it's because there's different weather patterns.

13 Maybe it's warnmer now that the snow isn't packing as well.
14 Maybe there's other things. But we're really, really

15 concerned because we |ive down at the bottom and we have to
16 pay for a ot of these things that happen upstream

17 So | agree wwth the other people that pointed out
18 that the storage behind the dans is absolutely critical.

19 Just alittle thing |like that can save a lot, a |ot of

20 peopl e and danages down here or down in the bottom

21 And then | also agree very strongly with what Gary
22 said about -- | went through the flood in 1990 down t here,
23 and we left our house right near dark and it was 2 or 3 feet
24 out side and, you know, we -- it was livable. It wasn't in
25 the house. W could navigate. W could do things, but we
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1 canme back the next norning and it was over our heads deep.
2 And it was knee deep in our living roons, and it just
3 absol utely ruined the insides of our houses. Did a |ot of
4 damage. Took us nonths and nonths and nonths to recover.
5 So getting the -- rid of the water once it breaks and cones
6 into our Fir Island area, we're just |like a bathtub there.
7 W've got -- our own di kes around us that were supposed to
8 be protecting as are now al nost killing us. So it's kind of
9 i ke being trapped in your own house in a fire kind of
10 t hi ng.
11 So |l really, really want to add to the inportance
12 of those points, and |I just also want to say that, you know,
13 the flood isn't going to wait for any budget things to get
14 better or worse, and so | would really, really encourage you
15 to keep plodding along and keep progressing at this if you
16 can any way possible, and | appreciate it and | appreciate
17 Dan's efforts.
18 Thank you.
19 MR. LEWS: Anybody else? W have roughly
20 25 mnutes. So we have tine. Anyone else care to provide a
21 coment verbally? Once. Tw ce. Ckay.
22 Wth that, | guess, well, thank you for coni ng.
23 We've got a |lot of great input that we'll take. |'msure
24 we'll get nore good input through -- the comment period ends
25 August 29th. So get your comments in to Hannah. Hannah's
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al so avail abl e through that sane -- those sane avenues. |If
you have questions or anything like that, certainly we can
field those and try to answer those as well.

So we'll be picking up here as we exit the room
So if you have any | ast question, we could probably also be
avai l able for that as well. So thanks for com ng.

(Wher eupon, the proceeding

concluded at 7:33 p.m)
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