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Federal Etncrgcncy Management Age.ncy 
Fc:der:.!l IZcgHlJlal Center 

HonorJble Raymond C. Henery 
Mayor of Burlington 
900 ~. Fairhaven 
3urlington, Washington 98233 

Dear Mayor ~enery: 

llothcll, Washington 9BO!! 

I ;,-. ;-; L'"'l 4 1°.-t:M ' ,, .. ,,\ -1'~' '-

"Ti1is \·:ill..~Jm:rnarize recent(discuss-ions betv1een our Agency and local 
;;fficinls from Mount Vernon, Burlington, and Skagit County, as 1·1ell a~ 
,1iscu:.sions 1·1ith the Seattle Dist1~ict of the Corps of Engineers, con
cr· r·n i n<J{.fl.9~.dways i in th~~·-1_9wer: Skagit Delta. 

In ou1· lllr'e_tin~s 1·1e discussed o variety of alternatives that \·:ere tmdP.r 
cor;sir!r.:r·cJ~ion and sought local input to these alternatives. \ole \'Jere •·-
rninrlful of the 1·1ork of tlw Skugit River 13asin Control Co1m1ittee and of 
~t1-2 fonilal rr:conwendations of the Skagit County Board of Commi~sioners. 

we hilvc concluded th0t thelbest approach to asstJre that.4'fu.t~ encr:-oach
lltent in U1e Del ti't •. wi1J.~not unduly harm others is to offer a \:cmhination 
··f techniques that nrc consistent \'lith bolt! '!kc:git County f~esolution 
91~0 and Alternative 0, Section V, of the discussion outline used in our 
lidrch 16, ·1982 rneeting (copies of hath arc r.nclosed).J Essentially, \·:e 
l:<tve r·uled out floodways develorert either through conventional equal 
; o:1ve:nnc:e methods or· through unsteildy state flm.; modeling at this time. 
::.stt.:-Jd, r\'lt~ hilve c!ecidt~d to build on and rr.fine your thoughts regarding 
.:Pnsity criteriil, in conjunction 1·1ith estilblishing a minimum floodr1av 
Ln,1t v1ill enCOiilfhlSS tl"li~ channel and over·bank ;~r·eas including 1eveesj 

Our uiscussions reveJlcd tliJt density criteriil could bP established to 
refine the admittedly orbitrdl'Y 25~~ rcserviltion fc1· f1ow(\ge a1·ea recom
:ncnded by the Con111ittcf=. )iffi~kctive r!er:sity criteria can be developed 
Lhrou<Jh use of methods n:!cent1y publishedJ.ly the Corp~. of Enginctrsj 
:lvdr·olrJ<]ic Engineering Center in an August i0Rl report prepared or 
f~_i·1i\. ~9ur early review_ usiwJ the,density criteria indicates thJt the 
b.~ r·ecommendation pr-obablycconsiderably understates the need for 
reserving areas for overland flow. · 
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1·/e will proceed I·Jith the Skagit c()Unty sturly by developing the dc~ns~ty 

cri teriJ il;Jd floodway maps desct .i·d abovr. Some of the ot!1er measun!s 
described in 111ternative D \·Jill <~!so have to be furth<!r explored \'liU1 
local officials and incorporated into ordinances of all three juris
Jictions. We will contact you shortly in order to further discuss the 
density criteria, and start discussions on ordinance requirem~nts. 

Please contact our office if you have any questions or reactions to our 
proposal. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

LJ:~.~~ 
\~m. H. ~·layer 

Regional Director 


