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HISTORICAL NEWSPAPER 
PROJECT

The purpose is to preserve the past for the 
future for use in the present.

Our written past was being lost.

Skagit Valley Herald, Skagit Argus, Concrete 
Herald and the Courier Times all have lost the 
1909 flood event articles.

“The farther backward you can look, the farther 
forward you are likely to see.” – Winston Churchill
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All flood events
Flood Control Meetings
Fish Related Articles
Dam Building In Skagit County
History of Agriculture
History of Logging
Erosion Control Projects
Community History
Diking and Drainage Issues



HISTORICAL NEWSPAPER 
PROJECT

Books Available At All Local Libraries
On line at:

www.skagitriverhistory.com
www.skagitcounty.net
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BIGGEST FLOOD IN SKAGIT HISTORY SAY OLD-
TIMERS
The flood of 1921 is the biggest flood in the history of the 
Skagit, according to old timers, who recall the floods of 
1879, 1888, 1897 and on up to the big flood of 1909 and 
the 1917 freshet. Mrs. Dreyer, who lives west of town, tells 
of the big flood of 1888, when in some places the river 
backed up higher than this year. She says that not so 
much damage was done then because there were 
practically no dikes and the water spread over the 
lowlands more gradually. Measurements at the Dalles, 
near Concrete, show that the flood water this year 
reached a point two feet higher than at any previous 
time in the memory of the oldest settler. Charley Moses 
says that it was the biggest flood, with the biggest volume 
of water ever carried in the Skagit. At Van Horn the water 
was 14½ inches higher than it had ever been. In 1909 the 
river in the upper valley was only about two-thirds as wide 
as it is now. Hundreds of acres of land are being washed 
away every year, by both Skagit and Sauk rivers. W. A. 
Ellison says he has been on the upper river for 21 years 
and this is the biggest flood he has seen or heard old 
timers tell about. 

BIGGEST FLOOD IN 
HISTORY

DALLES TWO FEET HIGHER 
THAN 1909.

Charley Moses lived in valley 
through 1906, 1911, 1917 and 
1921 events. He observed the 
height of the river in The Dalles 
in 1921.





FLOOD HISTORY

NEWS FLASH!!!!  THE SKAGIT RIVER 
FLOODS AND CHANGES ITS CHANNEL 
FROM TIME TO TIME.

WHY??

BECAUSE THAT’S WHAT RIVERS DO!!

RIVERS ARE NOTHING MORE THAN 
MOTHER NATURES DRAIN FIELDS



DAM HISTORY

Gorge:  First produced power in 1921. (Source:  8/20/21 C.H.)  New dam 
completed 1961. (Source:  1/12/61 C.H.)

Diablo:  Began construction 1927.  Completed 1930. (Source:  8/28/30 
C.H.)

Ross:  Began construction 1937.  Completed in 1949. (Source:  8/25/49 

C.H.)  However, did not generate electricity until 1952. (Source:  12/25/52 
C.H.)

Lower Baker:  Began construction April 1, 1924.  Completed 
November 1925. (Source:  11/26/25 C.H.)  Raised 33 ft in 1927. (Source:  1/5/28 
CT)

Upper Baker:  Began construction 1956.  (Source:  6/7/56 C.H.)  

Completed 1959. (Source:  7/23/59 C.H.)  Did not provide current level of 
flood control until 1979.



DAM’s IMPACT ON FLOODS

REGULATED VS. UNREGULATED FLOWS 
ON THE SKAGIT RIVER

Flood Event The Dalles 
Regulated

The Dalles 
Unregulated

1990 146,000 195,000

1995 160,000 182,000

2003 166,000 209,000

(Source:  7/10/2006 e-mail from Corps of Engineers)



During the 20th century, the Skagit River reached 
flood stage 66 times since 1900 for an average of 

once every 1.5 years.



Source: Dec. 4, 1909 issue of “The Herald-Recorder,” Skagit county’s official paper published at 
Hamilton .  Republished in the Courier Times 12/1/49)



TOWN OF HAMILTON
2003 FLOOD EVENT

No Calamity 
Howlers Allowed!

The Rewards of 
Grit & Energy



SKAGIT RIVER MIGRATION

Original Section Map Prepared by GLO
1866-1885



GEOLOGIC  HISTORY OF SKAGIT VALLEY
Years Ago Volcano Event

11,500 GP White Chuck assemblage Lahar travels 100 km (62 miles) down 
Stillaguamish River Valley to Arlington.  Changed the flow of the Sauk 
River near Darrington from the Stillaguamish River to the Skagit River.  
Lahar can be observed 1.8 miles west of Arlington.1 Volcano remains 
dormant for approximately 5,700 years.

9,000-5,000 Sea level lowers 30 to 60 feet.  The Skagit Delta builds out first into Samish 
Bay.3 This area is referred to as the Northern Lobe and has been inactive 
for 5,000 years.6

SOURCES:
1. Postglacial Volcanic Deposits at Glacier Peak, Washington, and Potential Hazards  from Future Eruptions, by 

James E. Beget, (1982, Open File Report 82-830
2. Soil survey TransMountain pipeline (1989).
3. Prehistoric Settlement Changes in the Southern Northwest Coast: A Functional Approach, by Gail Thompson, 

Ph.D.., (1978), Geological Survey Professional Paper 1022C
4. Postglacial Volcanic Deposits at Mt.. Baker, Washington, and Potential Hazards from Future Eruptions, by 

Jack Hyde & Dwight Crandell, (1978), Geological Survey Professional Paper 1022C
5. Increased Heat Emission From Mount Baker, WA., by Stephen Malone & David Frank (Post 1975)
6. From the Mountains to the Sea, by Saul Weisberg & John Riedel, (1991)
7. Fire and Ice, The Cascade Volcanoes, Stephen L. Harris, (1976)
8. Northwest Volcanoes, A Roadside Geologic Guide, Lanny Ream, (1983)
9. Sleeping Beauty, by Charles Siderius, Skagit Valley Herald (1991)
10. Recent Volcanic Activity at Glacier Peak, James E. Beget, (1982), Science Vol.. 215
11. Fire Mountains Of The West, Stephen L. Harris

G la c ie r  P e a k



GEOLOGIC  HISTORY OF SKAGIT VALLEY
Years Ago Volcano Event

5,500-5,100    GP Lahar from Kennedy Creek assemblage travels 100 km (62 miles) 
down the Skagit.  Lake created on the Suiattle was at least 45' deep.1

Lower Valley channel changed from the Samish to Padilla Bay.

1,750 GP "Red" Lahar travels down White Chuck River near Crystal Creek 
carrying dacite-rich alluvium which underlies the town of Burlington 
which contains charcoal about 1,800 years old. The depth of volcanic 
material is between 3-30 feet thick.2 Several small towns in the lower 
Skagit River valley are built on volcanogenic sedimentary deposits of 
this age.10 The channel of the Skagit changed to its current location.

SOURCES:
1. Postglacial Volcanic Deposits at Glacier Peak, Washington, and Potential Hazards  from Future Eruptions, by 

James E. Beget, (1982, Open File Report 82-830
2. Soil survey TransMountain pipeline (1989).
3. Prehistoric Settlement Changes in the Southern Northwest Coast: A Functional Approach, by Gail Thompson, 

Ph.D.., (1978), Geological Survey Professional Paper 1022C
4. Postglacial Volcanic Deposits at Mt.. Baker, Washington, and Potential Hazards from Future Eruptions, by 

Jack Hyde & Dwight Crandell, (1978), Geological Survey Professional Paper 1022C
5. Increased Heat Emission From Mount Baker, WA., by Stephen Malone & David Frank (Post 1975)
6. From the Mountains to the Sea, by Saul Weisberg & John Riedel, (1991)
7. Fire and Ice, The Cascade Volcanoes, Stephen L. Harris, (1976)
8. Northwest Volcanoes, A Roadside Geologic Guide, Lanny Ream, (1983)
9. Sleeping Beauty, by Charles Siderius, Skagit Valley Herald (1991)
10. Recent Volcanic Activity at Glacier Peak, James E. Beget, (1982), Science Vol.. 215
11. Fire Mountains Of The West, Stephen L. Harris

G la c ie r  P e a k
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Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group
Prepared by:  Middle Fork GIS



Source:  Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group, Plate 24

Prepared by:  Middle Fork GIS



Source:  Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group, Plate 29

Prepared by:  Middle Fork GIS



INSERT CONCRETE 
HERALD ARTICLE RE 
BIGGEST FLOOD EVER

Why Rivers Change Course
It’s what rivers do and they do it for a variety of 
reasons:
Volcanic eruptions
Landslides
Earthquakes
Major Flood Events
Flood Control Projects

“I realize that for every change man makes to a 
rivers levee system, a change in the river may 
result.” (Source:  Colonel Donald T. Wynn, Corps of Engineers, letter to Leonard 
Halverson, 10/15/96)



Bridge Btwn Lyman & Day Creek



Day Creek Flood Project



Day Creek Fish Project



Baker Lake Fish Hatchery

Fish hatchery on Baker 
Lake. 

Operated by State in 1896.    
Was operated by the federal 
government in 1898.  Closed 
in 1934.

Carried out the sockeye 
and steelhead fry by 
horseback to the hatchery at 
Birdsview.

In 1920 2.5 million eggs 
were transported to Birdsview.



Baker Lake Fish Hatchery

Only spawning grounds of 
Sockeye salmon in US 
Waters. 

Sockeye runs in Lake 
Union are direct descendants 
of Baker River salmon.

Lower Baker Dam in 1925 
began to devastate fish runs 
on Skagit River.

1924, 14,500 sockeye 
were harvested.  Producing 
22,000,000 eggs.  

In 1925 only 40 sockeye 
were harvested, 51,000 eggs.



Birdsview Fish Hatchery

First constructed 1900. 

By 1947 the water quality in 
Grandy Creek had so 
deteriorated due to logging 
activities that the water in the 
creek was no longer suitable 
for hatchery use and in 1947 
the hatchery closed.



Marblemount Fish Hatchery

Construction began 1947. 

Purpose was to bring fish 
runs back to normal.

3,000,000 Chinook, silver 
and steelhead were supposed 
to be put into Skagit each 
year.

Seattle City Light helped 
pay for hatchery due to 
damage done to fish upstream 
of Marblemount.



Skagit Best Farmland in Nation

(Source:  Mt. Vernon Argus, 9/2/25)



FUTURE OF FLOOD 
CONTROL

More storage behind dams or change in operational 
procedures before, during & after flood events

No-brainer approach, everybody wins, currently 180 million for 
fish and recreation and ZERO for flood control unacceptable

Nookachamps storage
Doable if includes buyout of property owners
Could create 1,000’s of acres of wetlands, fish mitigation 

projects, wetland banking areas, recreational opportunities for 
both fisherman bird watchers and hunters

100-250 year protection for urban areas
No problem so long as cities stay within current UGA’s
No development of land currently zoned agricultural



FUTURE OF FLOOD CONTROL 
ISSUES

Safety
Promote Economic 
Development
Prevent damages to 
infrastructure
Good for fish, farms & 
families

Loss of farmland due to 
increased development 
pressure
Cost, would increase 
local taxes
F/C should not be a 
reward for bad land use 
planning
Voters should decide this 
issue not government

FOR AGAINST


