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PURPOSE

“The farther backward you can look, the farther
forward you are likely to see.” — Winston Churchill

» The purpose is to preserve the past for the
future for use in the present.

» Our written past was being lost.

» Skagit Valley Herald, Skagit Argus and
Courier Times all have lost the 1909 flood
event articles.



ARTICLES OBTAINED FROM

» Skagit Argus & Burlington Journal
1909 — 1969

» Skagit Valley Herald 1895 — 1969

> Courier Times 1904 — 1951



STATUS

» Skagit Argus & Burlington Journal —
Published

> Courier Times — Published

» Skagit Valley Herald — Indexing Complete
» Final Index — April 1, 2005



ISSUES

» All flood events

» Flood Control Meetings

» Fish Related Articles

» Dam Building In Skagit County
» History of Agriculture

» History of Logging

» Erosion Control Projects

» Community History

» Diking and Drainage Issues

» Interesting Anecdotes



Price of Groceries

Coffee ... 29C

COFFEE DEMONBTRATION SATURDAY!

Tenderieaf 2 9
Rlack, C
Tea Large Bize. .o,

Snolike

= Toilet Tissue
Raisins [em.....10¢ |

=it
41b. Pke. Baker's

Cocoa
C
10c

16.1h, Can........

Source: Courier Times 4/9/36

Crossman’s Market

FREE DELIYERY EVERY DAY
FRIDAY, SATURDAY : :  rnone 3881

[ u“l) LIMCAL BEEF

Roast TR—— A
L‘.thJII .‘r'[Il.-rI CURE

Bacon e . 19¢

FANGY CLEAR
Salt Pork - 15¢

GOOD LOCAL BEEF

Short Ribs -  10¢

BEASONING HULK PICKLED

Bacon {5.|Pig Feet )5

Found 2 pound:

. . Better Meats . . . Better SBervice ., .,
at CROSSMAN'S !

Source: Courier Times 8/17/39




IMPORTANCE OF HISTORICAL
RESEARCH ON THE FLOOD ISSUE

» Can help clear up public’s perception of
what must be done.

» Can help government agencies correct
mistakes passed down through the
decades.



STEWART WHITEPAPER

JAMES E. STEWART

SKAGIT RIVER
FLOOD REPORTS AND
ASSORTED DOCUMENTS

A CITIZEN CRITICAL REVIEW
WHITEPAPER
By:
Larry J. Kunzler
2/14/04



River Flood Report

RIVER FLOOD REPORT
REPORT TO BE MADE

A public hearing will he held in the
Commercial Club  at DMt Vernon,
Washington at 1 p. m., Wednesaday,
November 26, in connection with a
report on preliminary examination of
Skagit River with reference to  its
floods which was directed by the Aect
of Congress of May 31, 1924,

The purpose of the hearing is to
wive interested parties an opportun-
ity to present their views and any
facts that may have a bearing on the
solution of this problem. ]

The information desired includes
the following items: [ . H H

(a) Frequency, duration and height Source' Courler TImeS 11/20/24
of floods including (preferably shown .
on maps) areas subject to floods of |
different heights.

(b} Detailed estimates of the dam- |
age caused by floods to various inter-

{c) Cost of levees (dikes) already
constructed and annual cost of main-
taining same.

(d) SBuggestions as to the methods
considere 4 most desirable for flood
relief,

{(e) Amount of cooperation to be
expectﬂd on the part of local inter-

s i#f carrying out any comprehen-

scheme for flood relief.

hile for accuracy of record all
important facts and arguments should
v aubm rth:-ai in writing, oral evidence

NOVEMBER 20, 1924

While for accuracy of record all
important facts and arguments should
be submitted in writing, oral evidence
will be heard.




E. L. KNAPP STATEMENT

“In accordance with the wishes of this Citizens Committee
above mentioned, a hydraulic engineer of wide reputation,
Mr. James E. Stewart, was employed and in the fall of 1922
and the winter of 1923, he made a thorough preliminary
examination of the valley and river system, and his
exhaustive report is now on file in my office. (Emphasis
added.)

“Because of the limited funds available in time past, such
technical data as has been gathered in this vicinity, has
been very meager and calculations of stream flow are
at best only an estimate and accurate to within only
10 to 20%. The technical data so far gathered, has
been done entirely by the USGS Department of
Water Resources, and they have had to rely upon
Intermittent gage readings, observations and
recollections of residents, and more or less

disconnected precipitation records.”




Colonel Barden Testimony

MINUTES OF HIARING

held at Mt. Vernon, Wash., Nov. 2¢€, 1924,

m Prelluinary “xamination of
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| would like to emphasize the point that Mr. Knapp brought out in his paper, that
before any really scientific plan can be prepared for the protection of this
valley from floods, it is necessary to have more authoritative information then
we now have as to the amount of water carried by the river in time of floods.
. .. The information that was collected by Mr. Stewart and given in his report to
the committee was excellent so far as the data that he had to work upon
permitted, but that data was necessarily more or less inaccurate.




1921 Flood Larger Then 19097

NECEMBER 22, 162]

e ———————

Measurements at the Dalles,

near Concrete, show that the flood
i reached a point
two feet hig

vious time in the memory o

oldest settle Charley

says that it was the biggest

s | . b g e T ] oy | ry
with the 1 st volume of

Source: The Courier Times 12/22/21




Burlington 1909 Flood

along the Skagit. Burlington had about one
foot of water 1in some of the streets, and there
were many buildings over the town that were
not even swrrounded by water. Neither the

Thursday was a great day 1

Burlington and many talked of camping on
the heights Tuesday night, but the change
came about noon, the water went down
rapidly and Burlington has perhaps received
less damage then any other town on the
Skagit.

Source: Burlington Journal 12/3/09



Burlington 1921 Flood

1921 December Flood

Monday night, December 12, the dikes
east and southeast of Burlington broke. Tuesday
morning at six o’clock the flood water covered
Fairhaven Avenue, and in part the residence
districts of the city. At this time the entire

lowlands lying east, west, south and in part
northwest of Burlington were inundated. The
depth of water is on relative, the lamentable fact
being that the area of low lands covered with
water was wide-spread.  That certain spots

Source: Burlington Journal 12/16/21



WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?

»FLOODS WERE NOT ALWAYS VIEWED
AS SOMETHING WE NEEDED TO FEAR

» Before the mouth of the river began to be obstructed, the
accumulating waters of the greatest freshets did not
OverﬂOW the bankS (Source: The Skagit News, 10/21/1895)

» These floods are fraught with no great danger and
throughout the county where the dikes gave way there
has been no loss of life and but little damage to property
and the farmers are not at all discouraged or alarmed
about the future. (Source: The Skagit News-Herald, 11/19/06)



». . . The citizens take the freaks of the river in a
philosophical manner and are not in the least discouraged.

(Source: The Skagit News-Herald, 11/19/06)

» We have done a little wading and done a little swimming,
And we hit for good tall timber when the river got to raging,
But we didn’t lose our horses, our cattle, nor our women,
Though the water was rather wet and quite above its staging.
. . .50 here’s to good ole Mt. Vernon and the fertile Skagit
valley, We don’t care for the river if she does go on a spree,
Let her fill her banks and gurgle, and boil, and foam, and
sally, It’'s the land of milk and honey she is kissing, don’t you

See? (Source: The Skagit News-Herald, 11/19/06)



THINGS TO BE DONE

After all, it might have been far worse, No irretricvahle
damage has been done, The whing to be done now is to
elean up, hegtn the work of repal iy anrd III'IH'“Ell (LS T]IDll"h
nothing had happened. Skagit r!m:lm} has a glorions future
and not even extraordinary misfortune can set it hack for

iy ]vt]ﬂ'f.h [if l[ll!:" IT]'Il" 1.1.'1"-1]1.'-|-.‘r|-'u"'r3 ]r'r'r.ithﬂr" h'i]l move

ont ; '1]1-I.u'~.|4 made of sterner stuff will stay and reap the re-
Wulill.._[:a' of orit and energy, It is no time for calamity howl.
s, and they should not he tolerated, Let them .L.':'-lr their
way ; their places will he {filled hy better men, |

Source: Dec. 4, 1909 issue of “The Herald-Recorder,” Skagit county’s official paper published at
Hamilton . Republished in the Courier Times 12/1/49)



1922 Attitudes Towards Floods

Changed S—

, JANUARY 5, 1922.

————p—

FIRE FIRST GUN |
IN FLOOD F[GHT' “Lets do the job ourselves.”

Permanent Organization To Be
Formed “To Improve
.. okagit River.”

That the people of the county should take the burden of providing
adequate protection on their own shoulders, was the opinion of H.L.
Willis, who cited the accomplishment of the city of Gaveston
[Galveston, TX], which built its mammoth sea wall by bonding its
own citizens without any outside assistance. He urged the adoption
of organized effort as soon as possible and concluded with, “Let’'s do
the JOb ourselves.” (source: The Mount Vernon Argus, 1/5/22)



1st Flood Committee Formed

‘Seven Men Will Investigate the
Problem of Flood Protection
In Skagit County.

The second step toward flood pro-
tection in the Skagit valley was taken
this week by the appointment by J. Z.
Melson, of a committee of seven to
form an organization for the fim-
provement of the Ekagit river. Mr.
MNelson was named  chalrman of 2
maas meeting held here last week and
was instructed to name this commit-
tee as soom ag possible. After !tu-
ing the problem carefully he has an-
nounced the following as composing
the group for investigation of the
problem: H. L. Willis, Mount Ver-
non, chairman; Jehn Finstad, Con-
way; Charles A, Nelson, LaConner;
Augustus Brawley, Mount Vernon:

Hiram Stump, Edison; Charlez Calla- |

han, Burlington, and Will Knutzen,

s

Source: Mt. Vernon Argus, 1/12/22

, JANUARY 12, 1922,

* ——

H. L. Willis, Mount Ver-
non, chairman; John Finstad, Con-

way; Charles A. Nelson, LaConner;
Augustus Brawley, Mount Vernon;
Hiram Stump, Edison; Charles Calla-

han, Burlington, and Will Knutzen,
orth Avon



THE MORE THINGS CHANGE THE
MORE THEY STAY THE SAME

In recent years there has been some

R— p_— | agita.trmn for the purpose of Lﬂl'itr{ﬂ* .
st o | e e Foniwaters of she Skagis
Jnhn F:instad..-.:if Conway Of- I. Ii lvﬂir? hut 3"5 tl'mﬂ p aEEEE ﬂn Efter 'E!

fers Material for Citizens’

N - ~ ‘Consideration.- R . dilﬁas.trﬂﬁs flm‘i t-h& FE‘:'P].’E 'ﬂ'f t-hne

,_-va.llesr aasﬂ;r.r fnrget that the.-:,r éver had
amcees s M g flood,  until another somes along:
i e s weren o [l Thien.” they will hava meetings for

'.1mg the ﬂudwu. th Ska glt

e s ﬁﬂ;,., M some time figuring on dredgmg and

_*n.t];-ae.l grhth;- v had

b o e o e ' astraa g'htemng' the channel, but in tha
‘t ime f igur g dredgmg a.nd i

¢ figthings cames gt of 1t ' ) AMES EGI'IIE'E ﬂut- nf lt-

Source: Mt. Vernon Argus, 3/20/24



THE MORE THINGS CHANGE THE
MORE THEY STAY THE SAME

Dredge Nece&sary For Flood
Control, Says James Squires

May 14, 1934
To the Editor of The Argus:

Hegarding flood control of rivers of Western
Washington, and especially the control of flood . wa-
ters in the Skagit and Samish rivers, at present we
have the most substantial dikes from the Conway
country to Blanchard we have ever had, thanks to
the generosity of Uncle Sam. And I think everybody
concerned -appreciates this dike work to the fullest
extent, o

But let us not forpet that no matter how high
our dikes are built, if these two rivers get “out of
control” like all of us have seen them do in the past,
we. will have the same old trouble, only worse. In my
opinion there are two things to be done, the neces-
sity of which iz so self-evident that no proof is re-
quired.

These twe things are: dredge and straighten

these two rivers properly, and construct  adequate
spillways, “ '

Source: Mt. Vernon Argus, 5/17/34

But let us not forget that no matter how high
our dikes are built, if these two rivers get “out of

control” like all of us have seen them do in the past,

we. will have the same old trouble, only worse. In my
opinion there are two things to be done, the neces-

sity of which is so self-evident that no proof is re-
quired,

Those two things' are: dredge 4nd straighten

these two rivers properly, and construct 'adequate

spillways, \




UNDOCUMENTED FLOODS

» 12/20/17 Mt. Vernon Herald — This flood event preceded the
December 30, 1917 flood meaning like the 1990 and 1995 floods the
1917 flood was a “double-pump” flood event. Second flood is
always larger.

» 6/3/18 Courier Times — Small flood event but roads between Sedro-
Woolley and Hamilton covered with water.

» 2/3/21 Courier Times — Small flood but large enough to break dike at
Milltown.

» 2/14/24 Mt. Vernon Argus, Courier Times, Mt. Vernon Daily Herald
— Flood almost as large as 1921 flood.

6 floods were identified In the news articles and none of these floods
are reported by USGS or Corps .



February 12,1924 Flood

Water Reaches Rim |
of Skagit River

High wind coupled with & heavy
wafnfall A tha Sbasrit river fo

yesterday. The stream nearly reachea
the flood stage of 23 feet in 1921.

WY ARD LNRLS ] e
|_:.'t‘=ut1‘.=r{ia1.r. The stream nearly reacheq
the flap] grare of 25 feet in 1921.

" The outer dike near Burlington
broke early yesterday morning and

break at Dry Slough caused the water
' to start over Fir disland  but net to
| any great depth,

The outer dike near Burlington
broke early yesterday morning snd
would have gone through the second-
ary dike but for the gquick action of
the regidents im that neighborhood

{ near Dr, Cleveland's £arm,

Source: Mt. Vernon Argus 2/14/24

|Htgh Water Floods Many Parts
'Of District; Railroad Stopped

After povern) davs of rain and chi-[ing the flood had reached ita erest,

The bridge over the slough atj
Hamilton was washed out, and the
bridge to the Lyman ferry at Ly-
man went down E1|:1‘Eam Tuesday. At
Hamilten was washed out, and the

v toy e Lyman ferry ot Ly-|
_ man went down stream Tuesday. .'!',I_.|

their banks. Big areas of land in the
Burlington and Sterling districts
were under water Tuesday, and also
in the upper valley., All sloughﬁ;

| Sedro-Woalley ANd 1Ne river we
der water Tuesday alternodm,

Source: Courier Times 2/14/24



DAMS LED TO FALSE SENSE OF
SECURITY

FLOOD CONTROL WILL NOT BE ASSURED UNTIL RUBY
~“"CREEK DAM IS FINALLY COMPLETED SAYS ENGINEER

Present dams on the upper|floods can be felt until the com-|from the national government to
S’i-:a;*;t. River would not provide [pletion of the Ruby Creek dam, assist with the construction of
flood control for the Skagit- Val-|the final unit of the Seattle pro-|Ruby Creck dam, which is mow

oy 3 o f od like |} being delayed on account of the
ley in the event of a flood like |ject. £ yed om ar The present

ﬂ:ﬁﬁ%ﬂ&“ﬁﬁi tl.n : Th& Cﬂmplﬂtiﬂil ' Gf }l-ié -a-ﬂm 1y mnot be

n tem wyears,

e b mei will yender impossible even such ' peo of

me it floods as the one in 1815, which s
gover benaice <i Indian tradition has it, submerg- . .
A aow ot ed much of the Skagit _Valley 1o stated_and
would contimue ove| g depth ﬂ'f flfteen feet’ 1 thel én<

the same disasters - b 1_. i .
revigums Years, ; N - _ _

? E'I'L‘j‘t-i'ﬂ.EF dams glneer B E:_.lgv'gﬁ_r-i_:':‘{f'-“: * ..'-"" - .,l'.-'.' . '.:'EI'
purpose in holding back sudden |ed miuch of” the SEagn’ Vaiey o i e ctiflsordt 3
emall fresheta and also tend tola depth of fifteen feet, the e€n-ler.dam-on the -

malntain a higher water level in|gincer believes, .. ..° - _%_}, p
the valley during extremely dry | It is hoped- g 150,

years, but no safety frﬂm-hﬂgpf __Eﬂlp_- ﬁfﬂhl_l'l.f

Source: Glen Smith, assistant to J.D. Ross, Seattle City Light Mt.
Vernon Argus, 1/7/32



DAMS LED TO FALSE SENSE OF
SECURITY

| “People of th
‘been awakeneq t
, €X1sting dams on
g1t do not insure

¢ county have
0 the fact that
'thE_ upper Skg-
against floods,”
S an opportune

he stated. “Thijg ;

tim
be cE‘!.m:::.’_’ demand that something

Source : Charles Gaches, Mt. Vernon Argus, 3/17/32



SPEAKING OF DAMS

» Ross Dam first talked about in January 1922. (Source: Argus 1/12/22)
Built with funding from federal loan. (source: Argus 8/29/35) Completed
construction 1949. (source: Burlington Journal 11/14/63) Qriginally not
planned for flood control. Up to people of Skagit County to provide
funding for flood gates. (Source: Courier Times 1/19/22)

» Lower Baker Dam first talked about in 1917. (Source: Skagit County Times,
4/5117)  Began construction 1924. (source: MVDH 2/4/24) Completed
construction October 1925. Lake Shannon named for William D.
Shannon, project manager in charge of building dam. (Source: Courier
Times, 10/15/25) Lake Shannon 250 ft. deep and 8 miles long expected
to take 6 weeks to fill up. (source: Argus, 10/29/25) In 1927 dam raised
33 feet to a height of 293 feet. (source: MVDH 5/11/27)



Speaking of Dams and
Flood Control

» People recognized the importance of dam storage for flood control.
John Finstead of Conway wrote: “Supposing the upper 20 feet of this
dam (Ross Dam) was reserved for flood control it would take care of
the maximum flow of 50,000 (cfs) for at least twelve days. Stone &
Webster are going to build a dam across the Baker canyon back of
Concrete in the near future (Lower Baker). Here another lake will be
created up to six or seven miles long. If 20 feet was reserved for flood
control at this dam, Baker river would be eliminated from any flood
danger from that source.” (source: John Finstead letter, Mt. Vernon Argus, 3/20/24)

»In the 1932 flood, at Baker River before the flood, water was 36 feet
below the top of the dam, and at the peak of high water it flowed nine
feet deep over the top of the dam. (source: courier Times, 3/3/32)



OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST

» Downtown Mt. Vernon went underwater twice, once in 1894 and
again in 1897. (Sources: The Skagit News, 10/21/1895, Mt. Vernon Argus, 10/15/21)

» The substructure of the BNSF RR bridge obstructs one-sixth of the
Waterway. (Source: Mt. Vernon Argus, 5/5/27)

» Avon By-Pass proposal was dead on arrival at Skagit County
because County could not afford it. (source: mt. Vernon Daily Herald 5/21/37)

» Dredging mouth won'’t stop high tides therefore concept was never

implemented. (Source: Mt. Vernon Argus, 11/5/36) The tide at the mouth of the

Skagit acts as a dam against the outflow of the flood river, slowing
down the flow of water ...(Source: Skagit Valley Herald 11/5/55)



OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST

> Skagit County holds the world’s record for oats
production per acre. In 1935 on the farm of Jim Hulbert

was prOduced 192 bhushels. (Sources: Mt. Vernon Daily Herald, 3/1/39)

» On the farm of S.A. Medenhall was produced 12,800 full
guarts of Marshall strawberries per acre an equivalent to
1,066 crates or nearly 13 tons. During the past several
years there have been added an average of 100 farmers

per year and the towns have prospered in a like manner.
(Sources: Mt. Vernon Daily Herald, 3/1/39)



Skagit Best Farmland in Nation

SKAGIT COUNTY
LEADS NATION
IN SOIL TEST

Probe Brings District
Handsome Tribute.

| .
| FRODM GUNDERSON FARM

F;irst Seven and Last Two Out of
Twelve Won Locally; Gunder-
son Farm 100 Por Cent.

|: The United States government

has just admitted that Skagit |

county is the finest farming com-
munity in the na bar nonel!
In a series of soil tests extend-
|ing owver the past seven veat
which has just beso
Skagit county soil wo
Points, =
the Gunde o
o Clear Lalke, was
be 100 per cent perfect for
al agrieultural purposes. It
he only =soil given a perfect

£ so0il” in this distriet

laces in the

nation, t [ and wvalley, in

Maryland, took the next three,

and this county took the next
twro.

The tests were conducted by
| the Tinited States department of
agriculture,

Announcement of the result of
the test was made to the Ro-
tary eclub, Tuesday, by Robert
Lord, of the Northwest Bnple-
ment Co. during a _classification
talk on farm implements. It was
greeted with enthusiasm by the
totarians, all of whom already
knew that this was .the finest
country in the United -Btates, but
who didn't rea > how  fine it
' was, Mr. Lord =aid he got hig
information from -G, I. Hall, who
in turn got it from Tederal land
bank official. The xsuits of the
test hawve mnot yet been officially
announced &3 y¥et by the depart-
L ment of agricalture. .

The- county will receive some
invaluable advertising from the
test, the results of which will
be broadcasted throughout the
country. S .

Mr. Lord gave an extremely in-

teresting talk, tracing the evolo-.

tion of farm_ implements, from
their crude beginnings to the
presant, :

The United States government

has just admitted that Skagit |
county is the finest farming com-

munity in the nation, bar none!
| Skagit' county soil won nine_out
of 12 points.  An assay of soil
aken from the Gunderson estate,
south of Clear Lake, was found
to be 100 ber  cent perfeet for
general agricultural purposes. It
was the only soil given a perfect
rating.

The. tests were conducted Ey
the Unitéd States department of
agricilture, L

(Source: Mt. Vernon Argus, 9/2/25)



First Avenue, 1897 Flood
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