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Minutes of fThe Skagit County Flood Contro!l Council Meeting with the Skagit

Counfy Engineers, Skagit County Commissioners and Representatives of the
Corps of Engineers,

The meeting was held af Max Dale's Restaurant at 1330 PaMe, July [2
1952,

Mr. tarl Hanson, President of the Skagit County Flood Control Council, called
the meating to order,

#ro Frank Gilkey, Skagif County Engineer, introduced #r. Ray Holmes whu Is
in charge of Planning and Reperts, Branch of Engineering Division for the
Corps of Engineers In the Seattle Olstrict Office,

Mre Holmes gave a history of the Corps of Engineers, stating the Corps
assumed responsibility of flood control by the Flood Contro} Act of 1936,

The Avon Bypass was recommended along with other various projects to Congress
in [937 under this Flood Control Act of 1936. The flood demage study now
baing made by fthe Corps of Engineers justified this Bypass wiih a very good
cost benefit ratio.

fhre Heimes introduced Gewrge Hopkins, Chief of Reports Section, who further
clarified the operations of the Corps of Engineers. Mr, Hepkins in turn
introduced Mr. Ray Skrinde, Project Engineer for the restudy of the Skagit
River,

Mrs Skrinde told of the old proposed Avon Bypass with if's sixteen hundred
foot width and compared it with the new proposed three hundred and forty
foot bottfom width and it's new entrance location upstream from the Great
Northern Railroad bridge. The dikes on this new Bypass would have slide
siopes of three fo one and a top width of at !east twenty feeft. This
proJect would have seven million cubic yards of excavation and wouid be
between seven and eight miles long, from the Skagit River to Padilia Bay,
costing a total of about nineteen million dollarse

Annual costs and annual benefits were explalned as to their determinations
This project shows an annual benefit of over one miliion dollars,

Other than flood contreoi, uses of the Bypass were discussed such as fish
farming, recreation, irrigation, drainage and navigation. |t was generally
agreed fthat the grazing rental revenues should cover most of the future
maintenance costse

tirs Skrinde explalned that the Flood Control Law of [946 gave the Corps of
tngineers flie authority to construct the two railroad bridges, which were
otiginally part of the [ccal particlpatiion. '

It was also explained that the bottom elevation of this Bypass would be ten
fo fifteen feet below the natural ground level, The intake weir wouid be
thiree hundred and fifty feet {ong, eguipped with controis fo regulate the
water intece from low water stages to high water stages,

P 000877



Minutes of the Skagit County Flood Control Council
Meeting of July 12, 1982
Page 2

The downstream weir would also be controflables. This weir would act as a
gate to keep the salt water tides out and aiso an effectlive device to keep

water velocities down to five feel per second at low tides, thus aveoiding
rock riprap through fhe Bypasss

Mre Skrinde explained that the fotal focal participation for right of way
and bridges, if all bridges were Installed at severed roads, would be three
mitiion, nine hundired thousand dollars. Mr. Lloyd Johnson then explained
how this participation could be reduced as much as one mililon dollars, If
the County Commissioners should care to postpone or eliminate some of the
discussed sfrucfures. #Mre Lloyd Johnson also reported that he had asked
Mo Sitrinde to consider combining.a State brldge with the downstream weir,
Mro Skrinde replied that fthis proposal had been conslidered and about one
hundred thousand dotlars could be saved by such a move,

M. Johnson stated that preliminary invesftigations with the County Assessor
showed that a |-mll! assessed against the entire County for twenty years
would bring in about one million dollars. The directly beneflted area from
Sedrp Woolley downsireem would have fo pay 5-mills for fwenty years fo
produce about one million dollats.

e, Johnson stated that the Skagitf County Diking Districts were [eveeing
nearly one hundred and fifty thousand dellars annually, Skagit County was
leveeing abouf fifty thousand dollers annually and the State of Washingion,
Department of Conservation was spending in excess of fifty thousand dollars
annual iy, moking a fotal flood contrel budget annuatly of abouf 2 quarter of
awmillicn doilers. Using a porfion of this current levee to pay for the
local participation of the Bypass seems very justifiables Chapter 153 of
ihe Laws of {961 gives the County the ability to levee & bond issue in any
designated flood conirol zone.

It was discussed how the Stale might assist with ocur local participation,
The State of Washington paid one million doltars and King County fifty
thousand doffars for the jocal participation on the Howsird Hanson Cam in
King County.

Mre Noble Lee, Commissioner for Diking Disftrict Nos 2, remarked that he
|1ked this project bocause 1 would be builf soon and woulid be completed

in his lifetime, M-, Gsorge Dynes, Commissioner for Dicing District No.

20; foit that the recresilon benefiis from the Bypass could surpass our
participation alene. 1t was brought forth that a flood of the 1951 magni-
fude or lgrger would cause damages of more than fwice the amount of our
toca! participation for this projects Many people expressed favor of the
project and fthere was no criticism of this project or the nocessary particl-
pation required for the project,
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A motion was moved, secondad and unanimously approved 1o have the President
of the Fiood Control Counci] eppoint a commitfes to work with the County
Cormissioners on this Bypass proposale

fAzeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitiad,
Lioyd Ho Jdohnson,; Secretary-Trezsurer

Skagit County Flood Cenirol Council
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