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Eragit R.ver Fiood Problem

Yhe Invsstigailon of the Skag1t River Ilood prublem iz one
problem umon which farisrs gnd townapeoplia alike 4in our arsa csn
fihd a comzmon ground. ﬁé have all Lived with cur Bkagilt Rivar a
long time and have often become compiaceny abont the very real
- floecd danger which exista. In soms suall way aay this repcrt
help to show how our arsa must work %o protect 1tself from the
threat which does exiasg.

Ths dsvelopment of this sarea has alwayo depcnded upon dlk-
ing and dralnage which are to this day constant problems, since
most of the flate are reclalmed from tule and tidelands, A% tirs%b,
each settler with the help of his nelghbor bullt and repaired his
own'dikes uging shovel and wheelbarrow, Deepite the productivity
of the 8kaglt Flats, farming on the flats was not without riaka.

In 1882, six feet of flood water inundated the land, damaged crops,
and broke the dikes, But in gplte of such setbacks the Flats
prospered during the nsxt few yesrs,

Again, during several consecutive years, flood ravaged the
:Flats. In 1886 the Skeglt River overflowed and froze &and in 1887

& late gpring freshet damaged erops, From 1832 o 18354 dipastrous

P 001154
=7



floous &nc nigh tices covered fne ‘wend WILH Zrses Log4a <l bog'y

Cropd and 8tvook. Times were 1ndesd harl and mwogt of the Zerms

¥wers nDoavily rtgagsd when in Hovember of 189¢ 3%111 another

flood occur: 24,

| In periode of high waser tho Skaglt would overflow its canka,

sencdlag a Plood ¢f muddy water Gown over the Flale, iiundating

farme and goftenlng privately made sarthen dikes along the slougna,

a8 weil as Fadllle Bay on the north and Zragzit Bayvat Yha souih ens,

Repeated losaes of propervy and dcatructlon cf dikss happenesd so

often that pubdblic opinlon was arcuaed and appropriations escursd

To begln proteciive diking along the Skaglt., An garly attcaps L3
x :

organize diking districtes was unguccessaful because some owasrs

~

refused vo pay thelr share of the copte,

Creatlon of State Diking Districts

The dlstricts were started by goups which petitlcaed tha County
Coumlssioners for the formation of a diking district, The Couniy
Commlséioners acted only as an agent to see that the dlatrict wae
legally eset up. A board of commlssloners was elected, tne ergantiza-
tion completsd, and a tax levied. The diklng district commlsaloners
have complete authnority and control to see that the work ls done,
malnly by contract, since :he dlstrict geldom cwns any equlpment,
Construction and maintenance costs ure met by assesaments and
collected by the counéy.

The engineers have established in%ervals at which time we may
expect the varlous floods. We mey expect a 1951 tyove flocd of
approximately 145,000 second fest at Mount Vernon, about once every

16 years, The 1909 f1204 of 185,00C second feet at Mcunt Vornon we

may exvect every 50 yaars and the 1945 size cereet, 112,00 seccnd feed
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toat we shouid prepare feir, In orher ¥ords, river diking end confirgl

¥ork spoild ©s pazed on an essuuption thatl such on caount oF wa. -

+n 1903, 1917, and 1921 floods all causad nuna;darable dznage
In the 3kagit FTlatz srsa., There wero breske in Ghe river dikes et
Avon 2nd near the Hermony Sehool and flocding over almost the whole
area, There were also very sericus breaks by 1'lood waters 1lnto
Swinomieh Crannel st several places with luss of faram land and cecpa
from the salt waser coming in, L& Conner snd Burlii.agton proper wers
rldoded.

Hore Hecent Changes

It the 1509 crese si2e 18 what we musl prepere for, 1t 1° vital
;that the coamunity find out if in fact 1t ie prepared. B8ince over
39 years have past since a flood approaching thlas sglze has besn ex-
nerlenced, we might expeci certaln changes in ccndltions to nelp or
ssadicap our ability to meet such & Crest,

The considerable dam system on the headwaters of the Skaglt 1s
one of these changes., Another important factor effecting our erea
18 the erforts of those who live farther up the Skagit River tc avoid
flood daniage by inereasing their protection. Burlington, Sedro Woulley,
and other aresas up river have grown enormcusly and have been looking
to Skaglt River control work. The net effect of this up-river work
to us who are on the lower S8kaglt 1s that we must be prepared to
handle more water than ever before, allowing dam protection of 10%.

Further, a flo0od in our area wouli be economically more nerious

and cauge greaster damage to property anZ danger tc 1ife than befcre,

Population has grown and more busineeses and homes would be damaged,
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¥ost new bulldings Iin our arsa are bullt cleose %o the ground withous
flood threas conslderation. If flooding cccure, the water will have
to bulld up to greater depths berore the inevitable break out £o the

Channel or bay occurs,
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