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Mit. ] e.1.>1.> Knutz en 
Chai.ltman 

14 MARCH 1984 

Skagi.t County Flood Contltol Advi.40lty Commi.ttee 
1183 Avon Allen Road 
Bultl.i..ngton, (J)a4h.i..ngton 

Dealt Jel.>l.>; 

A4 you ;?t1.01lJ, I have I.>eltved on the Flood Contltol Commi.ttee 
4i.nc.e i.tl.> c.onc.eption a4 the. Jte.pJte.4e.ntati.ve nltom . the 
Noo~ac.ha~p/CleaJt Lake altea. Rec.e.ntly I 40ld my 'altm and have 
move.d 40uth 06 Mt. VeJtnon. I 6eet that thi4 move. 
dil.> Q uali6 ie4 me. 6ltom palttic.i.pating al.> a voti.ng membelt and 
helte.by 066elt you my Itel.>i.gnati.on e.66e.c.tive immediately. 

Undelt noltmal c.iltc.uml.>tanc.e4 the. above. would .6u66i.c.e a..6 
jU.6ti6ic.atioH enough nolt my 1te.l.>i[Jning. Howevelt, nolt me zo 
,H<.U anuthing with jUl.>t thol.>e. 6e.w ob WOltd4 would be I.>zepp.i..ng 
out 06 c.haltac.telt. So I I.>ubmit to !jou the 60llow.i..Jtg: a 
,!>Will.la,ti.oH 06 my 6eelingl.> tO~llaJLd4 a..f.ood c.ontltol, 6loodpla-in 
ltIaaa.gel,leYLt, and the diltec.t.i..on that the 6lood conzltol 
committee. I.>hould c.ontinue on. 

F.i..It.6t, Flood Contltol. Having I.>eltved a4 one 06 the new 
e.l.e.c.te.d me.mbe.lt.6 to the. 6lood contltol commi.tte.e. 1 have. ..6pent 
the. lMt 6 ew ye.alt.6 tholtough,e.y Itel.> e.altc.h.i..ng and analyz.i..ng all 
p04.6ib.i..li.tie.4 with Itegaltdl.> to 6lo ad c.o ntltol 6 eatulte..6 n Olt 
Silagit County. Fltom dam-t> on the Saull R.i..velt to d.i..k.i..ng, and 
filtom dltedgi.ng the. ltive.1t to what the. old t.i..melt.6 call the Avon 
ByPa..6..6 pian, (it would be mO,'Le appltoplti.ate becau..6e 06 -it..6 
loc.ation to Itename. the plan, the. BURLINGTON BYPASS). In my 
o {J-<.n-<.o H, the. BUR L 1 NGTON BYPASS i4 the only 6lo od co ntJLol 
option that will evelt be. impleme.nte.d i.ft Skagi.t Counzy. 
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A dam on t.he Sauk R-i.veJt -i.-6 out. not. only bec.aU-6e 00 t.he WLld 
and Sc.en-i.c. del.>-i.g nat.-i.o n but. al-6o bec.aU-6 e it. -i.l.> en!1-i.neeJt-i.n!1ty 
-i. m pOl.> -6 -i. b let. 0 b u-i.l d a c. 0 n c.Jt et. e l.> t.JW c.t. UJt e t. hat. w 0 ul d pll 0 V -i. d e 
100 yea.ll nlood pJtot.ec.t.-i.on -i.n t.hat. aIlea, 61% 06 atl t.he 
l.>teelhead -i.n t.he Skag-i.t. l.>pawn t.o t.he Sauk. R-i.vell and woutd be 
del.>t.ltoyed, hundJtedl.> 06 homel.> would have t.o be del.>t.lloyed and 
t.he dam -i.l.> COl.>t. pJtoh-i.b-i.t.-i.ve, . (appJtox. C.O.6t.. 200 t.o 400 m-i.llion 
06 wh-i.c.h loc.al C.O.6t. would be anywheJte ollom 40 ~o 80 m-i.ll-i.on.) 

FOIL t.he 'c.omm-i.t.t.ee t.o Wa.l.>t.e any moJte t.-i.me on t.he Sauk. R-i.veJt 
VaTil lI)ould be a' gJteat. -i.nju.6t.-i.c.e t.o t.he people 06 Skagit. 
Count.y. 

VJte.dg-i.ng -i.h out. becauh e you c.atl' t. d-i.g t.he Jt-i.veJt deep enough 
6a-6t. enough l.>0 long a.6 t.he d-i.ke.6 .6et. Jt-i.ght. next. t.o the ll-i.veA 
-i.1t oJtdeJt 60Jt t.he channel t.o handle 240,000 Col.>. A phY.6-i.c.al 
a.l.> well a.l.> an econom-i.c. -i.mpO.6.6-i.b-i.l-i.t.y. 

R a-i.-6 -i. ng t. It e d-i.k.e.6 -i..6 0 ut. b ec.aU-6 e 06 th e ext.Jtem e ad v ell.6 e 
-i.mpact..6 that. ha.6 0 n t.he c.ommun-i.t.y 06 Cleall Lak.e and the 
Nookac.hamp, St.eJtl-i.ng H-i.ll,Sam-i..6h R-i.veJt 6aJtm-i.ng c.ommun-i.t.-i.el.>. 
No one ha.6 t.he Jt-i.ght t.o d-i.veJtt. OJt ot.heJtw-i..6e d-i..6ptac.e. .the. 
nat.uJtal c.ouJthe 06 6loodwat.eJt.6 at. t.he expen.6e 06 the-i.A 
ne-i.ghboJt.6. Nu one. Not. c.ommun-i.t.-i.e.6 OJt pJt-i.vat.e Pllop~Jtt.y 
owne~~ o~ diking di~~~ic~~, .6ub 'load con~~ol zone.6 all .6~a~e 
O/l. 6edeJtal OJt c.ounty agenc-i.e.6. No one. Thi...6 -i..6 .6omet.h-i.ng 
tha~ the 6loodpla-i.n Jteh-i.dent.6 06 Shag-i.t. County aJte go-i.ng .to 
have to c.ome t.o gJt-i.p.6 w-i.t.h. That be.6-i.de.6 buy-i.ng pllivat.e 
pJtopeJtt.y JtJ.ght.6 you aJte al.6o buy-i.ng Jte.6pon.6-i.b-i.lit.-i.el.>. 

The AVON/BURLINGTON BYPASS 011 the otheJt Iw.nd -i..6 the one 
pJto J ect wheJte A.. 6 -i.t Wa!.> handled pJr.opeJLly -i.l.> a PJto j ec.t. tuhelle 
eveJtyone could come out a wA..nneJt. 16 all went ac.c.oJtd-i.ng .to 
plan, not only would the ent.-i.Jte loweJt valley neveJt aga-i.n be 
~ubj ect. t.o filoodA..ng, 10Jt 6loodpla-i.n management Jteg ul at.-i. 0 n.6 ), 
the people 06 S,!z.agA..t County would be peJtmanent.ly pJte.6eJtving 
60.000 ac.Jte.6 06 pJtA..me agJt-i.cultuJte 6 aJtmland (wh-i.c.h -i.n al1.d 06 
-i.t.6el6 would ac.t. a magtlet 60Jt eveJtfj 600d pJtoc.e.6.6oJt, c.hee..6e 
6actoJtIj, and c.anneJty on the we~t. coa.6t), c.Jteat-i.ng e.-i.ght. m-i.le...6 
06 Lvet.land.6 nOlL all a.6~oc-i.ated 6loJta and 6auna, c.Jteat.-i.ng at. 
lea.6t one and pO.6!.>-i.bllj two 6-i..6h hatc.heJt-i.el.>, c.Jteat-i.ng one. 06 
the b eld b a.6.6 n -i..6 h-i. ng aIlea.6 A..n t.h e .6 tat. e. ( t h e.Jte.b y add-i.l1.g .to 
t.he loc.al t.ouJt-i.-6t economy). A.6 t.o the C.O.6t 6ac.toJt (60 .to 90 
m-i.ll-i.on). -i.o the. development. JtA..ght-6 t.o t.he 6aJtmland (6allmland 
t.hat. -i..6 neveJt go-i.ng to be allowed t.o be develope.d anyway 
undeJt c.uJtJtent co ndA..t.A..o H.6 ), (.veJte. tJtaded 6011 t.he BYPASS, the. 
COl.>t. beneo-i.t Jtatio would be .60 glLeat in oavoJt 06 t.he. Plloje.C.t. 
that NO LOCAL MONIES WOULD BE REQUIREV TO PAY FOR THE 
PROJECT. 
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The. ma,[n j u/lt,[6,[cat,[o n 60lt bu,[ld,[ng the. BUR L I NGTON BYPASS ,[-6 
that, THATS WHERE THE MAIN FORCE OF THE FLOOVWATERS ARE GOING 
TO GO ANYWAY. That-6 whe.lLe. the.y have. we.nt be.60lte. and no 
matte.1t whe.lte. the. d,[~e.-6 blte.a~ OlL e.ve.n '[6 by -6ome. m,[ltacle. the. 
d'[h.e.1.> wo uld hold, thatl.> wh e.lLe. the. 610 0 dwate.ltl.> Me. 9 o,[ng to go 
aga.,[n. Be.I.>,[de.1.> man~,[ndl.> e.nclLoachme.nt ,[nto the. Me.a noth,[ng 
hal.> alte.lte.d the. 6 act 06 whe.lLe. tit e. 6 l 00 dVJate.Jtl.> w,[ll 6 l ow. 
Alte.a..6 that We.lLe. cove.lte.d w,[th watoL in 1909 w1.ll be. cove.lte.d 
w,[th wate.1t aga,[n e.xce.pt th,[1.> t,[me. be.cau-6e. 06 the. e.ncltoachme.nt 
06 man (1.ltlte.-6ponl.>1.ble. land Ul.>e. plann,[ng), the. wate.1t ,[n -6ome. 
place.1.> w.i..ll be. de.e.pe.1t and I.>w.i..6te.Jt. Tak.,[ng all the. daml.> and 
dD<..e.1.> and le.ve.e.1.> ,[n place. ,[nto conl.>1.de.ltat1.on dult1.ng majolt 
6 l 0 0 d,[ng e. v e.ntl.> , co nd,[t,[o nl.> now alLe. Jte.all y much woltl.> e. than 
the.y we.lte. ,[n 1909. 

Wh,[ch blt,[ngl.> me. to my ne.xt top,[c; FLOOVPLAIN MANAGEMENT. 
Unt'[l the. Flood ContJtol Comm,[tte.e. oJt .6orne. oth<UL gove.lLnme.nt 
age.ncy actually bu'[ld.6 the. BUR L H/GTON BYPASS the. only th1.ng 
avaLc.able. to the. pe.o pIe. 06 SI<..ag,[t County 1.1.> F LOOVPLA IN 
MANAGEMENT. Th,[1.> 1.1.> noth,[ng molte. than an e.Xe.lLc1.-6e. 1.n comme.n 
I.> e.nl.> e.. A ph1.lol.>ophy bal.>e.d on EXISTING CONVITIONS -6e.tt,[ng the. 
ne.ce.1.>1.> alty Jte.l.>tlt,[ct,[o nl.> and Ite.gul.at,[o nl.> • The.lte. Me. thol.> e. ,[n 
th,[.6 county that 6e.e.l FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 1.1.> a v,[olat,[on 06 
the.,[Jt plt,[vate. pJtope.ltty It,[glttl.>. The. ,(JLOnlj he.lte. ,tl.> that bal.>e.d 
on the. plt.i..nc.i..ple. 06 no one. hal.> the. Jt,i.ght to 6100d anothe.ltl.> 
pJtO p Ott y, FLOOD P L A I N MAN AG E M E NT ,[.6 the. .6 tltO 119 e.1.> t .6 up pOlLte.lL 06 
{J/t.i.. v ate. pltO p e.1t;t Ij It.i..g htl.> • S k.agLt Co un;t y , name.l y th e. d1.~1.ng 
d'[.6tlt.i..ctl.> a.nd the. c,[t.i..e.1.> 06 Bultl'[noton and Mt Ve.ltnon have. had 
~e.4Itible. landu.6e. Jte.cOJtd.6. Cal.>e..i..n po.i..nt; BuJti..i..ngtonh 
p.tl..omot,[o n 06 a Jte.g,[o nal. I.> ho Ppb19 ce.Y1.te.1t and I.> ol.i..c.i..t'[ng 00 
.6tate. 6Ufldl.> nolt the. w'[de .. n.i..ng 06 GaJtl. Stlte.e.t ;to 6.i..ve. lane.-6 1.n 
an IVENTIFIEV FLOOV FLOW PATH OF A MINIMUM OF 61,000 CFS. To 
a .. ..t.t O~(} t It at.. 1<..,[ nd 06 ,[ltlte.1.> p 0 11.6,[ hI e. co 11.6 tltuct.i.. 0 n 1.n .6 uch an 
UtI.> '[ly .i..de.nt,[6,[ab£'e F LOOV(tJAY ca.n 0 n.f..y I.> e.Jtve. to 6 ultthe.1t 
e. ndcwg e.Jt e. x,[1.> t,[ ng )te..6 '[de. YLt,!J • ] u.6 t b e.caul.> e. the. Bultl'[ng.to n 
C,[t:} CouncLR. /tal.> I.>old out the. l.>a6ety 06 .the.1.1t 1te.I.>1.de.n.t1.> 1..6 no 
lLe.a.,6 on that ;the. F£.ood Contlto.t COIilIil,[tte.e. I.>hould h,[t on the. 
l.>,[de.l,[ne.1.> and allow the Sam,[.6h R,[ve.Jt 6alLm,[ng c.ommun,[ty to 
Ite.ce.,[ve. the. bUlk 06 the. 130,000 ove.46Iow, wh1.ch wou£.d be. the. 
ult.i..mate. e.nd 1te.l.>ult. 

Je.,!JI.>, I hate. to I.>ay th,[.6, but,[t ,[1.> what I pe.Mona£.£.y 6e.e.l. 
UJ..i..th the. e.Xc.e.pt,[on 06 the. 20,000 tiol.laltl.> appltoplt,[a.te.d nolt the. 
expanl.>,[on 06 the. Flood Ealtly Waltning SYl.>te.rn (06 wh1.ch no.th1.ng 
ita..6 be.en dOHe with yet), and the. 1.Hit,[at,[ng 06 the. pltoc.e.-6-6 
JOlt log ja~ Ite.rnoval (06 wh,[c.h noth,[ng hal.> bee.n done. ye.t), the 
FJ:.ood Cant-Ito£. Comm,[tte.e. ha.6 be.efL a. J(L,[lulte. to the. pe.ople. 06 
Sr~a!J,[~ COUHtU. 
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Th~~ mu~t not be allowed to cont~nue. The~e ~~ ju~t too much 
at ~take. The majo~ity 06 the ~e~ident~ 06 ou~ valley have 
been lulled into a te~~~ble ~en~e 06 6al~e ~ecu~~ty. 
Admittedly the dam~ and dihe~ on the Skagit have cont~~buted 
g~eatly to ~educing the high 6~equency 6lood~. But they will 
only hold .60 much wate~, until the dam~ w~ll have to be 
opened and the levee.6 nail. Flood Cont~ol 6'0~ the .6e~~ou.6 
6l ooding ~vent.6 (anything mo~e .6e~iou.6 than the 1975 14 yea~ 
blood) ha.6 been a· 6ailu~e. 

Unle.6.6 .6t~ict FLOOVPLAIN MANAGEMENT mea.6u~e.6 Me in.6t~tuted 
and 60llowed to the lette~ we a~e inviting and ~n .6 ome Ca.6 e.6 
c~eat~ng, di.6a.6te~. Pe~hap.6 the Flood Cont~ol Committee 
.6hould .6e~iou.6ly con.6ide~ ~e~tJtuctu~ing and ltede6in~ng ~t.6 
pu~po.6 e. I pe~.6 a nally 6 eel that the. committee .6 hould not 
ultde~ any ci~cum.6tance.6 di.6.6 olve it.6 el6 but pe~hap.6 new blood 
wouldn' t hu~t. Liai.6 on.6 with legi.61ative comm~ttee.6 and 
goveltnment agencie.6 .6hould be .6e.t up immediately, on a local, 
county, .6tate and 6ede~al level. The Flood Contltol Committ~e 
.6hould be completely independent 06 any u~ban o~ public wo~k.6 
depa~tment in6lue.nce. Some a~ea.6 a~e molte dange~ou~ than 
othe~.6. The.6 e .6hould be identi6ied by the committee and 
t:lanagement ~ecommendatio n.6 ba.6 e.d on exi . .6ting co nditioYL6 made 
to the goveltning autholtity. 

Unle.6.6 thi.6 i.6 done by Ju.ne. 06 next yea~ I neel that Skagit 
County Sub Flood Cont~ol Zone.6, Viking Vi.6t~ict.6, and ~ban 
altea.6 will Hot be allowed to paltticipate in the 4 mill~on 
dolla~ matching 6und.6 app~op~iatecl by the .6tate legi.6latu~e 
to be made available in June 06 1985. 

Je.6.6, becau.6e 06 t;1!J involvement I have c~e.ated exteYL6~ve 
6ile.6 on the manu 6lood ~elated i.6.6ue.6 6acing ou~ county. 
JU.6t becau.6e I have moved out 06 the Nookacham·p.6 and can no 
longe~ .6e~ve on the Flood Cont~ol Committee doe.6 not in any 
way /i1ean that I am going to .6top my en 6 o~t.6 to biting about 
good, .6ett.6ible, much needed FLOOVPLAIN MANAGEMENT mea.6U~~.6 to 
Skagit County. 16 I can be 06 any a.6.6i.6tance to you o~ any 
6utu~e Flood Cont~ol Committee plea.6e do not he.6itate to call 
me. My 6ile.6 ~e alway.6 open to the comm~ttee, the County 
Commi.6.6ione~.6, o~ 60~ that matte~ any public entity that .60 
de.6 i~e.6 the ilt6 o~matio n. 

It ha.6 beelt both an hono~ and a p~ivilege and mO.6t de6~nitely 
on.e. heLt 06 a lea~ning expe~ienc.e 60~ me to ha.ve .6eltved on 
the Skagit County Flood Contltol Advi.6olty Committee. 
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I would lik.e t:.o leave you l'JLth the woJtd.6 06 a local Jtew.6papelL 
e.dLCoJtial boaJtd. "In t:.he yeaJt.6 061906,1909,1917 and 1921, 
atl within the li6etime 06 many lLe.6ident.6, the mighty Sk.agit 
ha.6 applLoached 6lood.6 06 100 yeaJt 6lood olLequency ••• Flood.6 06 
thi.6 magnitude have. cata.6,tlLopitic e6 ~ e.ct, wlLea/ling tlLemendou..6 
damage. on Sk.agit County and Jte.6u.lting in laJtge .6cale lo.6.6 06 
pJtopeJtty and pJtobably lo.6.6 06 line ..•. Flood .6pecialut have 
teJtmed the SflagLt RivelL "a di.6a.6te.Jt waiting t:.o happen." 
•.• 16 a //IajoJt 6lood occuJt.6, we will pay a CO.6t al.mO.6t beyond 
ouJt pJte.6ent imagination. It will be a pJtice we can ill. 
a660Jtd." 

Je.6.6, I am in total agJteement with the above .6tatement wit:.h 
t:.he exception 06 the woJtd "IF". It .6houl.d be WHEN. 

Re.6pective.l.y .6ubmitted; 

.j) ~'-<'V ~ ..•• ( (t.l1./1// ' . ~ . 
. / '- 'M ./ .J ~ 

LaJtJty" ] .... "u.nzleJt 
1899 StacQPole Road 
Mt VeJtVi.OH 98273 

cc: Sk.agit County Commi.6.6ioneJt.6 
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