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What in the world is FEMA
up to? R R

We miﬁht find out tonight.

Over thelast 12t0 18 -
months, FEMA-(the Federal
Emergency Management Ad-

- ministration) has been send-

ing a multitude of warnings to

- Skagit County,el_ected offi- o

cials. _ .
The problem is that this
federal agency has been less

" than candid about what’s

- construction of any kind will -,
“FEMA may be 'g'ust'going

really up their sleeve.

At various times these offi-
cials have threatened
withdrawal of federal disaster

insurance unless Skagit Coun- -

ty designates a so-called ,
“floodway’’ big enough to car-
{K,the overflow of the

~~Vernonma | 01
'FEMA’s insurance program. .

1€ OV KIPO’
etical 100-year flood. No new

be allowed in such a floodway.

* And construction in the flood-

" 100-year flo

lain groper is severely res-
ricted to heights above the
level.

‘The problem is that such a
designation might mean a to-
tal halt to any and all future

rowth in Mount Vernon or

urlington — as well as in
other areas-of Skagit County

.

less directly affected —a ~ - =

. bigger disaster than the 100- 4

year flood itself. . ~ - .
" FEMA hasyet to accept the -

: county’s recommended meth- -
‘od of handling this problem. .

‘Now FEMA is lockedin. ..
combat with the City of Mournt

‘Vernon over compliance with

other sections of their. - - .
regulations. . T
hey will meet the public - |
tonight to ex%lain why Mount
y be kicked out of

The July 1 deadline to com-
ply with the agency’s flood . -
insurance construction regu-- - -
lations is rapidly approaching.

- FEMA cannot be ignored nor . =
“ brushed aside. Neither can the-

no-growth freeze which would-
paralyze this Valley. .-

There is some evidence that

through the motions before * =~
they do what they want todo,

. anyway. And if that turns out

to be the case, they are going

to get an earfull fromus. .-
" In the meantime — if you

care-about the future of our

. communiti'i,S %'ou had better . -

come and listen asFEMA -
officials face the publicat
7:30 at Hillerest Park Lodge
tonight. SRR




