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" first startedin Florida working

=for civil rights and has pro-

. gressed to today working to
‘x'prevent building in the- flood-
- plain of the Skagit River. He
witakes his work and activism

= seriously, elthough he has the .
< -8ood sense to laugh at himself. .
Jhis,

svand others,..tempering.
P feisty remarkd with gri

v+ riedand hasonechild " ¢ - .
+: Currently he is working on a
~-college degree in legal assis-
v-tance work from Edmonds
~"Community College. He was
-.forced to sell kis Nookachamps
~~farm because of a back injury.

“-Kunzler admits that his new -

“-vocation stems from his work
" as “an activist - in Skagit
County. :

Argus: Why>did you start

: becoming interested in flood-:

ing?
Kunzler: Well, mother na-
: ture gave me a real quick les-
-+ son. I bought my farm in April
- of 76 and in December of *75 I
. had four and a half to five feet
. of water in my front yard. I fig-
. ured, that perhaps, this is

& 4

something moreabout. .
Argus: No one told you that

- that area flooded every winter?

Larry Kunzler is a. self
i acclaimed civic activist. He

) ing dnid”
o Yo laughs. The 37-year-old'is'mar

something I should learn:

. Kunzler: Well, I was told by
" the realtor that it hadn’t flood-
ed since 1951 and it would nev-
er flood again because of the
dams and controls they had on
theriver. Being from Florida, I
knew a lot about hurricanes
and didn't know anything
about floods. I had a good buy
on the farm — now I know why
— and I went ahead and pur-
chased it. .

I'might throw thisis as a side-
line. It wasn’t because of
the flooding that I left the
Nookachamps. If you are go-
ing to farm, it's something
you're just going to have to put
up with. Farmers are perhaps
the only people who should be
living. in the floodplain.
They’re not the ones causing
the problems. The restrictions

-that come about because of

floodplain. regulations shouldnit

“really: apply to-farmers- to the -
. same-degree they should apply. -

to say, the city of Burlington,
to whose every street is sub-
ject to flooding. And, you've
got a larger congregation of

people.
Argus: Are you the most

knowledgeable flood expert in
the valley?

Kunzler: Woo — 1 tend to
shy away from the word ex-
pert. I heard a good joke about
that one time. If you break the
word down, ex is a has-been
and spert is a drip under pres-
sure. So, I stay away from the
term expert. I will say that I
don’t believe anyone in this
county has spent the time, or
the energy or the money that I
have in researching the flood

issue. I never pass up the op-

portunity to talk to anyone

about the floods. It is some- -

thing that for too long has been
ignored. By, regretfully, our

——

generatibii. o

I'm guilty of telling people
things they don’t want to hear.
But, yet, one of the main moti-
vating factors behind my in-
volvement, is that no one — lo-
cally, state or federal govern-
ment — has ever said, you're
wrong Mr. Kunzler, because.
Until I'm proven wrong, there’s
no reason for me to back off of
thisissue. .

Argus: What do you think
the average - Skagitonian
thinks about flooding?

Kunzler: They think, as I
said, that floods are something
Grandpa talked about. The
truth of the matter is mother .
nature took a.24-year holiday. -

‘In the'eyes of mother nature,

that’s comparable to you or I

_taking ‘the afternoon off to
- watch the Seahawks whoop on
' the Raiders. She’s;been here
 for: 14,000 yelirs that this val- -

ley’s been created. And, she’s

-been changing this valley for

17,000 years. The amount of
time that mortal man spends
on the face of this earth is insig-
nificant — comparable to one
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grain of sand on a sandy beach.
Argus: Do you think some lo-
cals are put off by you — a non-
Skagitonian — telling them
about their river? e
Kunzler: I am so glad you
asked me that. Yes, they are. I
feel there are places in this
county where if you've lived
here less than 80 years you're
still an outsider. But, that’s a
ridiculous argument. My re-
sponse to that is: one, I was a

floodplain resident; two, I'm a .
taxpayer; three, registered

voter; and four, Vietnam vet-
eran. If anyone has a right to
speak about floods, why
shouldn’t it be me?

others with regards to the
floodissue. T
‘Specifically, - in the lower
valley, - the area adjacent to
Gages Slough and the areas .
adjacent to the freeway where ]
the water will flow over the top
of it do not have the same
conditions as say the area out
in Bow, or the people in south
Mount Vernon.
There's different types of flood-
ing. There is what the federal
government calls sheet-flow
flooding, which means the water
gently rises. Then there is flow
patch flooding which means the
very destructive force of that
‘riveriscarried. ‘
Argus: Is that the one you're
worried about?

)

been overlooked for too many
years. Several old timers, and

T
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I'm guilty of telling people things theydon't
want to hear. But...no one — locally, state or fed-

eralgovernment — has ever said, ‘You'rewrong.’

This is still the United Staf.es.

’I‘helawtreatsallofu’sequal[y,or :

it should. That's a ridiculous

redneck argument. That be- .
cause you weren’'t born or:
raised here you don’t have the -

right to speak-and you don't
have the right to influence lo-
cal government decisions and

- youdon't have a right to be in-
volved. That’s nonsense. I’ve
always laughed whenever I've
heard that. In fact, I feel sorry
for the people who try and put
that argument forth because
they don’t understand govern-
ment.

Argus: You get alot of verbal
and sometimes physical abuse
at public hearings. Why do you
put up with it? Why don’t you
just stay out of issues? ‘

Kunzler: That’s kind of a
coward’s way out, isn't it?
That's saying that because the
issue I'm involved with is un-
popular, that I shouldn’t be in-
volved with it. You could say
the same argument to the civil
rights workers in the 60s, of
which I was a part.

Argus: Should. people other
than farmers be building in the
floodplain?

* Kunzler: With certain re-
strictions, yes they could.

Argus:Suchas?

Kunzler: Such as post and
pier construction. Such as rec-

ognizing. that:some. areas :of'

+our+~alley are-not equalto-
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I'veused the old timers in Ska-
git County — people plus 60
Yyears in age that are the walk-
ing " history books in this
county — and I've based a lot
- of my involvement with what
- they’ve told me. And old news-
paper articles from your paper
and the Skagit Valley Herald.
-.When you get water travel-
~ ing in excess of five feet per,
second, it has the power to
~ lift houses off their founda-
tions, to dig out roads, to scour
theearth.,
‘Argus: Has the Skagit
flowed that fast before?
Kunzler: Yes. That's what
created -Gages Slough. More
recently, the flood, I believe it
was. 1979, that went across
Cockerham Island dug out a
trench in some places 20 feet
deep, several hundred feet
wide. That river was travelling
:in excess of five feet per sec- -
ond. Just imagine that it hap-
pened-in:. downtown Burling-
ton. Hew many roads would '
have h¢en ripped up, how
many hames would have been
washinggway? C
* . Argus: S0 there’s no danger
todowntown Mount Vernon?

. Kunzler: Sure there is. Espec-

edre

ially west side Mount Vernon.

- But, growth over there looks

likeits bsing controlled. :
= ..People have asked ‘how come
.You aren'é:against the.mall.in .
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Kunzler: Yes. It's one that's -

|
I
{
I
I
]
!
i

A




F B B B B B B EEEEEEEEEEE N

‘’'m not anti-growth’

Kunzlertalks of floods, CFOG =

Cdntinued from page 3

‘'Mount Vernon?’ If that was an
- open field there, I'd be against
it. But, they have for all inten-

sive purposes, destroyed that
as a conveyance area. Water
won't flow through there. It
will go there, however.

There are some old timers who
have said they have seen seven,

-eight feet of water where the

Payless .store sits. Now, be-
cause of the landfill they’ve
put it, that water is going to be
just like a ping pong ball, it's
going to be going back and
forth. The effect of it will be to
throw the flows further out
into.the loop.

Argus: If you could control
floodplain management in this
area, what would youdo?

Kunzler: I'd prohibit — oh
boy, what an opportunity! —
any and all landfill in and im-

mediately adjacent to Gages

Slough. Nolandfill east or west
of Interstate 5 where the flood
flows are going to go across it.
I'd prohibit building encroach-
ment within 200 feet of the

dikes and levies, ‘cause those
dikes and levies — all it takes is
arabbit, a mole, a dog, a farmer
with a stick of dynamite any of
those natural causes — and
those levies could give way. If
you build within 200 feet of
thatlevy, you're gone.

I would make it a county
ordinance that realtors, before
they accept any earnest money
down on a piece of property,
they would have to identify
one, the area as being subject
to flooding and they would
have to send that person to the
Skagit County courthouse and
get some kind of signed docu-
ment that would tell the seri-
ousness of the flooding pro-
blem in relationship to the
piece of property he or she
wants to buy. I think property
owners have a right to know
that. _

Argus: Don’t the levies or
dams provide enough flood
protection?

Kunzler: No. The fact of the

matter is that the levies only
provide 8 maximum of 14-year
flood protection.

p
-~ the floqd issue is the building

Argus: Will we ever be safe
from this disasterous. flood-
ing? - )
Kunzler: Well, it depends.

What has to be done in this
county is an adjustment to this
flooding. Everytime you put a
truckload of dirt in the flood-
plain, the water goes some-
place else. And suppose you're
next door.

gnoring

of I-5. When I asked the De- .

partment of Transportation,

“Why didn’t you take the Ska-

git River flood flows into ac-

count when you built the
freeway?”’ The response I got,
in writing, is that ‘‘regulations
didn’t require us to' when we
“built the freeway.”
I don’t.consider that a good
_ argument. I consider that a trib-
ute to stupidity. I looked into
this. The record will show that
it was the city of Burlington
- and the city of Mount Vernon:
that put political pressure on
thestate Department of Trans-
portation tomove that freeway
to its current location:. They
were afraid of bypassing the
business districts. o

Argus: How did CFOG (Citi-
zens - for Orderly Growth)
start?

Kurizler: It was founded by a
gentleman by thename of Bob -
Rose who was involved with -
- the preservation of, I think it
was Heart Lake, over in Ana-
cortes, :

“There were a bunch of condo-
miniums planned and  he
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did. Herealized that there were
many battles going on in Ska-
git County that were all basi-
cally the same but they in-

‘volved different organizations.

There was the Nookachamp

‘Flood Defense Fund, The Bow

Hill Neighborhood Associa-

tion, the Skagitonians Conc-

erned About Nuclear Power.
There was just a plethorea of

. county groups who were fight-

ing individual fights which all
came under the same category
— land-use planning. His idea,
and I think it was a good one,
was to take representatives
from each of those organiza-
tions and form a council, kind

of like the Washington Envir-
onmental Council. '

" Argus: Is CFOG anti-
growth?

Kunzler: Let me make one
thing plain — I can't speak for
CFOG because I haven't attend-
ed a meeting in approxi-
mately a year and a half.

Argus: Well, then let me ask,
areyou anti-growth?

Kunzler: No, not at all, so
long as the growth takes care
of and addresses the environ-
mental issues, the flood issues,
the economic and social issues.
In other words, so long as
growth follows the SEPA laws

went out to stop them, and he-

of the state of Washington, the

State Environmental Policy
Act. : :

There’s been many areas of
growth in the county that you
haven’t seen Larry Kunzler op-

pose. That's one thing that’s.

kind of bad. Perhaps if I had a
recommendation to CFOG to
kind of clean up their image, it
would be to favor some re-
sponsible growth. ,

" Argus: Is a special interest
group like CFOG have the
right to thwart the will of what
seems to be the majority of
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Skagitonians? :
Kunzler: I have to take issue

said.

One,
majority of people in Skagit
County are in favor of the Cas-
cadeMall.

Secondly, I have a hard time
labeling the Citizens for Or-
derly Growth as a special inter-

. est group. To me, my definition
of a special interest group is
someone who stands to make a

those that are involved in favor
of the shopping center. The
Skagit County Board of Real-

volved.

So, I don’t believe that
CFOG meets the definition of a
special interest group. If
you’re saying that being conc-
erned about the environment,
Skagit County and the future
of the valley as we know it, is a

special interest, then, yeah, -

they're a special interest
group. But if you're saying
that anyone in the Citizens For
Orderly Growth, that I know
of, stands to make any money
.-on this, the answer -is no,
they’re not a special interest
group.
Argus: 1s CFOG financed by

with two things that you just.
I don’t believe the

buck — and there are a lot of

tors — they're deeply in-

mall developers in Mount Ver-
nonor Bellingham?

Kunzler: I again have not av-
tended a CFOG meeting for a
year and a half. I know that
while I was a member — I did
resign — all of their contribu-.
tions that I knew of came from
John Doe, citizen on the street.

"There was no special interest

group. There was no attempt
tosolicit funds. L :
.Argus: Then how can you af-

- ford the attorney’s fees.

" Kunzler: They've held sev-
eral public auctions. They’ve
asked for donations. They’ve

_sent out letters to various en-

vironmental groups that are
concerned about some of ‘the
sameissues they are. .

Again, to .my knowledge,
there is nothing covert about
their operations.

Argus: Why did youresign?

Kunzler: At the time, there
were several reasons. o

1 disagreed with the strategy
being used by the organiza-
tion. There were some major
arguments and battles and I

-came out on the short end of

the stick. Yet, in the public’s
eye, 1 was the one being
_blamed for those decisions. 1
‘was the one running CFOG,
and I wasn’t. )



